
Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park (St Joseph’s and Our Lady of Mount Carmel)

Safeguarding – An Overview for Volunteers

The Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park is committed to the safety, wellbeing and human dignity of children, young people and adults.





What has the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne (CAM) done to address this issue?

! Formulated the CAM Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy which incorporates the 
national, state Catholic child safe standards which need all Catholic parishes to comply with to 
ensure the safety of children, young people and vulnerable adults. It is a legal requirement in all 
organisations that have children and young people.

! To build a culture of safety all clergy, 
employees and volunteers have an obligation 
to comply with this policy.

! Compliance requirements for volunteers are:
- Reading and signing the Code of Conduct
- Have a current Working with Children Check
- Undertake training required
- Have a Police Check for a few ministries

! A Safeguarding Committee is appointed to 
help implement this policy in each parish.      



Statement of Commitment and Building a Culture of Safety in the parish

! Our parish has a Statement of Commitment which communicates our mission to safeguard children, 
young people and vulnerable adults from harm. We want to create a culture of safety so the well being of 
all in the parish is protected.

! A culture of safety ensures that all in the community including children, young and vulnerable people can  
actively and fully participate in parish life and realise their full potential. 

! Our aim is to build a culture of safety for all in the community 
with the support and help of all our clergy, employees, 
volunteers, parishioners, parents and care givers.

! Effective child safety requires parental involvement and seeks to 
engage parents as critical partners in promoting child safety.

! Children and Young people can be empowered by providing 
them with opportunities to be involved in decision making about 
programs, activities and events that affect them.











Responding and Reporting to Abuse

! All child safety concerns, allegations, 
complaints must be taken seriously and 
reported.

! As per the Safeguarding Policy all clergy, 
employees and volunteers have a legal 
responsibility to report, if they have a 
reasonable belief that a child has 
experienced abuse, is experiencing abuse or 
at risk of harm.

! Legal Action cannot be taken against a 
person if a report is made in good faith and 
in compliance with the expectations set out 
in the Safeguarding policy.



Responding and Reporting to Abuse



Do you want more information, have questions, concerns or want to provide feedback on safeguarding?
Please contact the safeguarding committee:
Email:  sj-mc.safeguarding@cam.org.au
Phone: (03) 96819600 (through the parish office)
Website: https://sj-mc.org.au under the Safeguarding tab.

The Safeguarding Committee thanks you for your support and help.
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