
Both our Churches are fitted with a hearing induction loop. Please use the ‘T’ or other appropriate 
switch on your hearing aid. Please tell us if you experience any difficulty.

We acknowledge the Yalukit Willam Clan, the traditional owners and 
custodians of this land. We pay our respects to them.  

May we walk gently here.

The Carmelite
Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park

in the care of the Carmelites since 1882

6th Sunday of Easter  9 May 2021

The Italian film, Life is Beautiful vividly portrays the truth of today’s Gospel. It 
shows a father convincing his five-year-old son that the concentration camp is an 
elaborate game that the Nazis had invented to test the Italians. Some members 
of the Jewish community criticised this film because they claimed it made light 
of the holocaust. Writer and director, Roberto Benigni, however, argued that the 
heart of the film lies in the fact that most parents will do anything to spare their 
children the reality of evil. Most parents who have seen and wept through the 
film know exactly what he’s talking about.

And if parents could take such risks and go to such lengths for their children, how 
much more has God done for us in Christ Jesus. We are the only world religion to 
believe that our God took our form and died out of love for us so that we might 
understand the love God has for us, and the love we are called to have for each 
other.

It isn’t, however, just any old love Christ calls us to practise. It’s not about a fleeting 
feeling or having a warm fuzzy inside. Jesus tells us today that the character of 
Christian love is the degree to which it’s sacrificial. This is a challenging way of 
working out who we really love, isn’t it? The people we love are those for whom 
we are prepared to sacrifice something of ourselves, maybe everything.

If that’s the case we could decide to stop telling people we don’t love that we love 
them. The goal of the Christian life is to love everyone, but until we achieve that, 
the more we lie about love the more we lower its currency. It’s perfectly acceptable 
to like, enjoy, be fond of, respect, admire and be grateful to others, and not love 
them. There are a very few people for whom most of us would be prepared to lay 
down our lives. This criteria sorts out our intimates fairly quickly.

We could also decide to stop saying we love things, animals, ideas or organisations 
which cannot love us back. Human beings can only truly love people. Jesus 
did not die for an ideology or an institution. He was put to death because of 



our parish this week
Monday  10 May
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s

Tuesday 11 May
9.00am Mass,  Mt Carmel

Wednesday 12 May 
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s followed by 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday 13 May
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel

Friday 14 May
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s followed by 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 15 May
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel 
6.00pm Vigil Mass, Mt Carmel

Sunday  16 May - Ascension of the Lord
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s
10.30am Mass, Mt Carmel

we remember

Churches
 St Joseph’s 
 cnr Rouse & Stokes Streets 
 Port Melbourne

 Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 cnr Richardson & Wright Streets 
 Middle Park

Sunday Masses 
 6.00pm (Sat) Mount Carmel
 9.00am Saint Joseph’s
 10.30am Mount Carmel

Reconciliation
 after 9.00am Mass Saturday

Carmelite Parish Office
 274 Rouse Street
 Port Melbourne Vic 3207

 Telephone  03 9681 9600
 Facsimile  03 9681 9608

 After Hours Emergency
 0408 754 283 

 Email  parish@sj-mc.org.au

 Parish Website  www.sj-mc.org.au

 Carmelite Website
 www.carmelites.org.au

Office Hours 9am-4pm 
(non COVID times) 
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday
(CLOSED  TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS)
Parish Priest
 Fr Hugh Brown OCarm

Parish Secretary
 Anne Ierardo

Pastoral Life Co-ordinator
 Michael Murray

Finance Officer
 Shane Harrison

Facilities Manager
 Ken Chaffer

Safeguarding Officer
 Frances Correa

Galilee Regional Catholic 
 Primary School
 Bank Street 
 South Melbourne Vic 3205
 Telephone   03 9699 2928

Those who are sick or ill and in need of prayer:   Theody 
Advincula, Thecla Broderick, Paul Caghi - Cao,  Nawal 
Cox, Maria De Nittis, Kelly Edwards, Judy Fairhall, 
Frances Farrugia, Lyn Faul, Rose Fennell, Gary Finn, 
Maurice Fitzpatrick, Gerard Friary, Ivy Hermence, 
Ernie Knight, Marino Mihocic, Felicity Morgan, Marie 
O’Connor, Sylvia Poliakova, Rafal Rafalski, Michael 
Ristevski, Lucie Carmen Rodriguez, Dennis Rohan, 
Lorraine Rohan, Keith Ryder,  Teresa Sheehan, Jane 
Spiteri, Helen Stanley,  Jim Sullivan, Maureen Toohey, 
Troy Vincent, Julie Wain, Sr Barbara Walsh RSG, Jonathon 
Wil, Vivienne Williams,  Tami Yap. 

Those whose have died recently:  Peter Heerey, 
Victoria Robottom, and all those affected by COVID_ 19 
throughout the world. 

Those whose anniversaries of death occur about this 
time:  Anacleto Fernandes, Celestino Fernandes, Jane 
Mercieca, Jess & Will Ryan, and Carmelites, Robert 
Power and Noel Kierce.



ministers

for your generosity last Sunday
St Joseph’s 
Carmelite and   
Parish Offering   $740.61

Our Lady of Mt Carmel     
Carmelite and  
Parish Offering   $532.00

thank you

in our parish

3

15/16 May
The Ascension of the Lord

6.00pm Mount Carmel (Vigil)
Commentator :    Des Collins

Readers:   Norman Maguire

Eucharistic  Ministers:   Ann 
Crump 

Communion to the Sick:   N/A

9.00am St Joseph’s
Commentator:  Ron Cassano

Reader:    Elisabeth Northam

Eucharistic Ministers:   Tris 
Tanuminhardjo

Counters:   Brian Harrison and 
Toni Stuart

Childrens’ Liturgy: N/A 

10.30am Mount Carmel
Commentator:     Teresa 
Paradowski

Readers:   Marlene Halim

Eucharistic Ministers:   Teresa 
Paradowski

Childrens’ Liturgy:  N/A

Hospitality:   Peter Thomas

his uncompromising love for all humanity 
everywhere. If we find ourselves saying we love 
our pets, house, car, job, our ideology, even our 
Church more than we love other human beings, 
then we’re in trouble.

That’s what I like best about the model of loving 
Jesus gives us in today’s Gospel. Just when we 
might expect to find him using the analogy 
of a family, he talks about us being his friends. 
Sometimes we can hear people lament that they 
are ‘stuck’ with their families, and that they prefer 
their friends. It’s an instructive moment, usually 
born out of a bitter and unloving history.

We choose our friends, and the strength of any 
particular friendship is usually found in how we 
know their history and story, and they know ours, 
in the way we give them time, attention and 
affection. A true friendship is mutual. Jesus loves 
us, his friends, enough to know us, be available 
to us, challenge and forgive us. And his love is 
mutual. The only thing stopping us from having a 
deeper relationship with Christ is our desire for it.

But Jesus also shows how friends are prepared 
to give their lives for one another. That’s what we 
celebrate here each Sunday, that Jesus the Lord 
showed the quality and care of his love for us 
so that we might be empowered to go out and 
enable others to know and experience his love 
in the joyful way we sacrifice ourselves for them.

No one promised us that the Christian life would 
be easy. All we have is our brother Jesus and all 
our friends, our family in faith, to support us in 
every loving sacrifice we make.  © Richard Leonard SJ
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Spiritual Reading Group
10.30am - 12.00 midday - Wednesday 19 May (VIA ZOOM)

You are invited to share a favourite passage of spiritual writing. It can be from 
any period of time, prose or poetry, and not longer than one page. The writing 
will be ‘shared’ on zoom, where it will be read, after which you talk about what 
you value in the words. Others are then free to discuss the work as well.

Please send your contribution to Philip Harvey at 
librarian@carmelitelibrary.org before the day, 

so he can have them ready to ‘share’ during the session. 

Please book for the May group by contacting the Carmelite Centre.

The Carmelite Centre is a joint venture of the  Carmelites of Australia and  East Timor and our  Parish of  Port Melbourne/Middle Park. 

Address: 214 Richardson Street, Middle Park Vic 3206  (Mel Ref 2K C10) 
T: (03) 9690 5430 Website: www.thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org

Carmelite Centre Program Bookings
T: 9690 5430 (leave message if unattended) or registration@thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org

via website: www.thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org

in our parish 
May 2021 Parish Men's Dinner

6:45 pm Wednesday 26 May 2021, O'Connor-Pilkington Rooms, OLMC.
Speaker: Brian Ashworth, Honorary CEO, Disaster Aid Australia - 

“Helping people in developing countries”
RSVP: John Molloy - 9699 2031Cost: $35

Join us in the Carmelite Library last Friday of each month starting 
Friday 28 May between 11.30am and 1pm.

This is an opportunity to meet in person and also as we plan to gather in the 
library you may like to browse and borrow books. Even though the library is not 

officially open at this time we can organise for you borrow books if needed.

We can share a cuppa and also you may like to bring some nibbles to share.

Look forward to seeing some of you in the library each month. 
These get-togethers may be hosted by various members of 

our Carmelite Centre community.

What’s On at the Carmelite Centre
Tuesdays: Centering Prayer, 5.00pm (Via Zoom)

Thursdays: Meditation, 7.00pm
Fridays: Lectio Divina, 9.30am (Via Zoom)
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Carmelites Respond to 
East Timor Floods  

A reflection by Mayra Walsh - Community 
Development Ministry Coordinator for the  

Carmelite Province in Australia & Timor Leste. 
 

In the middle of the night on Saturday 3rd April, 
thousands of people in Dili and across East Timor 
woke to flood waters entering their homes. It was 
the third day of continuous torrential rain caused by 
a weather event that would eventually be named 
Cyclone Seroja and recorded as a category 1 
cyclone.  

Houses built alongside rivers, canals and in low-
lying areas near the beach were particularly 
vulnerable. Many homes were washed away, some 
were buried under landslides, others were filled 
with water up to peoples’ waists. Thousands of 
families worked through the night trying to stem 
the flow of the water and reduce the damage to 
their homes and belongings. While others faced 
dangerous situations and were forced to flee with 
just the clothes they were wearing. 45 people died 
because of the cyclone; over 25,000 households 
have reportedly been affected by floods across the 
country; and over 10,000 people have sought 
shelter in temporary evacuation facilities in Dili. 

 
A natural disaster like these floods is undoubtedly 
tragic and traumatic. The initial aftermath is 
emotionally and physically intense. And yet it is also 
a moment for collaboration and connection, a space 

in which people can directly express the values of 
justice and peace. In the words of the Carmelite 
Brothers in Timor, it has been a time to be ‘pro-
active’ and ‘open-hearted’. Having not experienced 
any flooding in the Carmelite community houses 
themselves, the Brothers and seminarians were 
able to immediately launch into outreach activities 
with their local communities.  

 
In Hera, situated just outside Dili, Fr. Fausto O’Carm 
has described several homes that are “filled with 
mud as high as the windows. You can’t even walk 
into those houses, it’s just a wall of mud”. Many 
families who live in the community around the 
Carmelite House there have been damaged, while 
some have lost everything. “There are 13 families 
who we are now completely responsible for. They 
have all lost their homes,” explains Fr. Fausto. 

Fr. Exposto O’Carm also described the situation in 
Hera after the floods. “There are four evacuation 
centres here in Hera now with over 200 families 
registered, but there are so many people who have 
been impacted and haven’t gone to an evacuation 
centre. Some are staying at their family’s houses or 
with their neighbours. One family is living in a 

Health in the Lord and the Blessing of the Holy Spirit..[Rule of Saint Albert] 
 

JPIC 105 – MAY  2021   Saudavel  iha  Maromak no grasa Spirtu Santo Nian . [Regula Sto Alberto] 
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mother’s day Prayer 

Hear Our Prayer

Hear our prayers 
for all mothers today.

We pray for the mothers and grandmothers among us.
We pray for all expectant mothers

and for those who would wish to bear children
but who cannot.

We prayer for mothers with no experience,
or bad experience,

of being mothered themselves.

We pray for single mothers,
for whom being a mother is sometimes a nightmare.

We prayer especially for mothers
who are forced to watch while their children starve

or suffer 
or grow sick.

We remember before you
mothers whose children have been killed -

in road accidents,
in house fires,

or by troubled human beings.

Lastly,
we remember with love

those grieving the deaths of their mothers in recent days....
Let your mothering love surround them at this time

and bring them comfort and strength

John Harvey
Chris Polhill,  Eggs and Ashes
Compilation ©2004 Ruth Burgess and Chris Polhill
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OUR LITURGY

Gathering Hymn   Sing A new Song

Penitential Rite
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Gloria
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Responsorial Psalm    Psalm  66: All The endS of The eArTh

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds;
his right hand has won the victory for him, his holy arm.

The Lord has made his salvation know, his justice revealed to all, 
remembered his kindness and faithfulness to Israel.

Sing to the Lord with harp and song, with trumpet and with horn.
Sing in your joy before the king the king or Lord.

Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 44-48
As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to meet him, knelt at his feet and 
prostrated himself. But Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,’ he said, ‘I am only a man 
after all!’

Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said, ‘is that 
God does not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God 
and does what is right is acceptable to him.’

While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish 
believers who had accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit should be poured out on the pagans too, since they could hear them 
speaking strange languages and proclaiming the greatness of God. Peter himself 
then said, ‘Could anyone refuse the water of baptism to these people, now they 
have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we have?’ He then gave orders for 
them to be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged him to 
stay on for some days.
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gospel acclamation

gospel

1 John 4:7-10
My dear people,
let us love one another
since love comes from God
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God,
because God is love.
God’s love for us was revealed
when God sent into the world his only Son
so that we could have life through him;
this is the love I mean:
not our love for God,
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.

John 15:9-17
Jesus said to his disciples:

‘As the Father has loved me,
so I have loved you.
Remain in my love.
If you keep my commandments
you will remain in my love,
just as I have kept my Father's commandments
and remain in his love.
I have told you this so that my own joy may be in you
and your joy be complete.
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen.

This is my commandment:
love one another, as I have loved you.
A man can have no greater love
than to lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends,
if you do what I command you,
I shall not call you servants any more,
because a servant does not know
his master’s business;
I call you friends, because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
You did not choose me, no, I chose you;
and I commissioned you to go out and to bear fruit,
fruit that will last;
and then the Father will give you 
anything you ask him in my name.
What I command you is to love one another.’
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Cel: The Lord be with you. All: And with your Spirit.
Cel: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Cel: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. All: It is right and just.
The Celebrant prays the preface at the end of which all sing:

Holy Holy

The Mystery of Faith

Lamb of God
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Cel:  Behold the Lamb of God. Behold 
 him who takes away the sins of the World.
 Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion  Hymn  now in ThiS BAnqueT 
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Cel: Please sit as we now offer a special blessing to all mothers
           and to those who have chosen to take on the role of “mother”
          in their families.

Cel: God of Love,
 listen to this prayer.

All: God of holy people,
 of Sarah, Ruth and Rebekah;
 God of Elizabeth, mother of John,
 God of Mary, mother of Jesus,
 listen to us and bless the mothers of our families.

Cel: Bless with the strength of your Spirit,
 the mothers who taught us to stand and walk,
 who continue to be strength for us
 as we walk the journey of life.

All: Bless with the melody of your love,
 those who showed us
 how to speak, how to sing,
 how to pray to you.
 Bless with a place
 at your eternal table
 those who fed and nurtured our life
 as it was formed within them.

 

Cel: Bless our mothers today
 with good things and with health;
 with joy, love and laughter,
 and surround them with many good friends.

All: May they be carried one day to your divine embrace:
 there for all eternity to rejoice with their family
 and friends.

Cel: This blessing
 and all graces, we pray,
 descend upon the mothers of our families:
 in the name of the Father,
 and of the Son,
 and of the Holy Spirit.

All: AMEN.

mother’s day blessing 
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The CaTholiC Parish of PorT Melbourne and Middle Park 
is CoMMiTTed To Providing a safe and nurTuring CulTure 

for all Children and young PeoPle in our Parish.

recessional Hymn:         Sing ouT eArTh And SkieS


