i ’:1 Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park
iy i in the care of the Carmelites since 1882

THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA -
Dear sisters and brothers, 9 NOVEMBER 2025

It may seem strange that in today’s Mass we seem to celebrate a building — the
Basilica of St John Lateran in Rome. However, this is no ordinary building. It is
the first significant Christian Church built after the Roman Emperor Constantine,
in 313AD, declared Christianity an approved — and in fact, official, religion of the
Roman Empire. This building is the first official “home” for the Church in Rome.
Before this, Christians mainly gathered and worshipped in private houses and
small gathering places.

If we think of the joy that people often associate with acquiring their first
home, we might have some appreciation of why the Church has continued to
celebrate this building in Rome. However, the Lateran Basilica is also important
as it (and not St Peter’s Basilica) is the Cathedral Church of the Bishop of Rome
— the Pope - the symbol and centre of unity for the whole universal Church.
Celebrating this central Church as a symbol of unity for the whole Church is also
an opportunity for us to celebrate and give thanks for our local Churches of St
Joseph'’s and Our Lady of Mount Carmel. They are for us centres of unity for our
community in which we worship and give thanks and praise to God and grow in
our communion with one another and as a“hub” of love and mercy for the wider
community. Itis also an opportunity for us to give thanks for our predecessors
whose sacrifices, efforts and generosity have built and maintained our parish
Churches for over 140 years.

More importantly, however, than celebrating a Church building today, we are
reminded in our 2nd Reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Romans that we are
God'’s building. We are God's “temple”, because the Spirit of God lives in us. As
God’s “building”, we emerge from our strong foundation - the risen Christ. He
is the one on whom our lives must be constructed.

Today’s Gospel Reading is often referred to as the “Cleansing of the Temple”
However, such a description is misleading. It was necessary for the Jewish

. . . . Continued on pg 3
celebration of Passover to have animals available for sacrifice




Churches
St Joseph's
cnr Rouse & Stokes Streets
Port Melbourne

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
cnr Richardson & Wright Streets
Middle Park

Sunday Masses
5.00pm (Sat) Mount Carmel
9.00am Saint Joseph'’s
10.30am Mount Carmel
Reconciliation
after 9.00am Mass Saturday

Carmelite Parish Office
274 Rouse Street
Port Melbourne Vic 3207

Telephone 03 9681 9600

After Hours Phone Number
0419 136 030

Email parish@sj-mc.org.au
Parish Website www.sj-mc.org.au

Carmelite Website
www.carmelites.org.au

Office Hours:

Tuesday - 9am - 4pm

Wednesday - 9am-4pm

Friday - 9am-12pm

(CLOSED MONDAYS & THURSDAYS)

Parish Priest
Fr Paul Cahill, 0.Carm

Parish Secretary
Cathy Garbellini

Pastoral Associate
Kelly McEnhill

Business Finance Manager
Mark Zanon

Sacramental Co-Ordinators
Baptism - Br Daryl Moresco, O.Carm
First Reconciliation - Sally Diserio
First Eucharist - Aimee Nguyen
Confirmation - Sally Diserio

Safeguarding Officer
Frances Correa

Maintenance Manager
Dave Fletcher

Galilee Regional Catholic
Primary School
Bank Street, South Melbourne 3205
Telephone 03 9699 2928
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Tuesday 11 November
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel

Wednesday 12 November
9.00am Mass, St Joseph's

Thursday 13 November
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel

Friday 14 November
9.00am Mass, St Joseph's

Saturday 15 November
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel
5.00pm Vigil Mass, Mt Carmel

Sunday 16 November
9.00am Mass, St Joseph'’s
10.30am Mass, Mt Carmel

Those who aresick orilland in need of prayer: James Arnold,
Geraldo Bacelar, Enrifue Benitez, Kitty Brady, Vaughan
Carlin, Dianne Chapman, Brendan Coburn, Angela Cochill,
Anthony Dickason, Maureen Dickason, Maria Do Ceu, Fr Des
Fitzgerald CSSR, Fr Maurice Barry, Kathie Fennell, Lindsay
Flint, Pauline Flint, Jill Foster, Cinthia Furcanetto, Justine
Grahame, Lisa Healy, Sylvie Lagane, Tony Lagane, Mr Loh,
Mrs Loh, Gerald Lopes, Hazel McKay, Marcello Marasco,
Angela Mercuri, Lisa Morrison, Maria loc Nguyen, Ingrid
Ohleiter, Maria Ohleiter, Pina Orientale, Domingo Pasmor,
Mr. Passareti, Julieta Pereira, Paul Quattroccelli, Rafal Rafalski,
Charlie Restall, Tony Robinson, Maria Sekeme, Ailbe Sheehy,
Sash Emmanuelle Somerset-Beauverie, Maria Speziale,
Jim Sullivan, Rachel Szeto, Yvon Thanet, Kyler Tolongs, Bill
Toohey, Bridget Toohey & Henry Verhoeven.

Those who have died recently: Charlie Restall
Those whose anniversaries occur about this time: John

Drury, Hilda Farnsworth, Charles McDowall, Bill Ryan &
Carmelite Basil Nugent.

Welcome to our Family

This Sunday, we welcome:
Anya Martine Feliciano
as she receives the Sacrament of Baptism
at Our Lady of Mt Carmel.

Please keep Anya, her parents, godparents
& famiy in your prayers.

15-16 November 2025
33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME.

5.00pm Mount Carmel (Vigil)
Commentator: Mary Chow
Reader: Rosie Joyce

Offertory: Abramo lerardo
Communion: Joe Chow

Music: Abramo lerardo

S Vinnies

Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 11 November
at 7.00pm in the Boardroom,
274 Rouse St, Port Melbourme.
New members are welcome.

Should you wish to contact a Vinnies representative,
please call Kathy Mount on 0437 588 855

Parish Ladies Dinner

Our next dinner is
Wednesday, 19 November 2025, 6.00pm
at Clare Castle Hotel, Port Melbourne.
Meal and drinks at each lady’s expense.

To RSVP, please contact Joan Cusak via:
Email: joanbarwonheads@gmail.com
Mobile: 0478 224 624
All welcome !

Sacristan: Abramo lerardo

9.00am St Joseph's
Commentator: Vicki Howell
Reader: Ron Cassano
Offertory: Toni Stuart
Communion: Kelly McEnhill
Counters: Cathy Garbellini & Nova
Hack

Music: Elaine Chaffer
Hospitality: Cathy Garbellini
Sacristan: Peter Russo

10.30am Mount Carmel
Commentator: Sally Diserio
Reader: John Molnar
Offertory: Peter Thomas
Communion: Peter Thomas
Music: Organist / Cantor
Hospitality: Kathleen Kiernan
Sacristan: Kelly McEnhill

Communion to the Sick:
Tammy Cao & Paula Fulleros - 9-15
Nov 2025

for your generosity last weekend

Parish Stewardship Offerings
Envelopes $ 320.00
Credit Card $ 995.00
Direct Credit $ 1,003.75
Loose Plate $ 1,001.30
Tap & Go $ 530.00
Total $ 3,850.05

Parish QR code

Enter the amount, your name, email
address & optionally any comment.

Electronic Funds Transfer

BSB: 083-347
Account No: 58 216 8515
Name: Port Melb / Middle Park Parish

Parish Website: www.sj-mc.org.au

using DONATE button on Homepage.



and money changers to convert Roman coins (depicting the Emperor as God) into
“pure” coins to support the operation of the Temple. The story about Jesus driving
the animal sellers and the money changers out of the Temple is told as a way of Jesus
prophesying that his sacrifice on the Cross and his resurrection from the dead will
render Temple worship obsolete. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, we
will worship God “in spirit and in truth” - not through the sacrifice of animals and
Temple worship but through our communion with the risen Jesus.

As we celebrate that communion today, may we also grow in love and unity with
one another and be agents of love, mercy and unity in our world through our prayer
and good works, as our circumstances allow.

November Mass Intentions

During the month of November all Masses will be offered for our deceased loved
ones whose names are written and placed in the baskets in front of the altar of each
Church. If you would like your departed loved ones remembered in our Masses
throughout the month of November, please write their names on a piece of
paper or an envelope and place it in the basket in front of the altar.

Working Bee

A big thank you to those who turned out for the Working Bee at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church last Saturday. Although the group was small in number, it was big
in effort and effect. There was an obvious “sparkle” to the Church afterwards and
greater “sharper” and tidy look to the grounds.

We look forward to the Working Bee at St Joseph’s on Saturday morning, 22
November, at 9:30am. We hope a good number can attend.

Service of Lament

The Year of Jubilee is a time of mercy, renewal, and reconciliation — a call to set
right what has been broken in our relationships with God and one another. Through
lament and repentance, we open ourselves to the transforming grace of God, trusting
that even from the deepest wounds, new life and hope can emerge. Shaped by
this ancient call of the Year of Jubilee, and in response to the profound suffering
endured by survivors of abuse within the Church, Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli
has called for an inaugural Prayer Service of Lament to be acknowledged in the
Archdiocese of Melbourne at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Wednesday 12 November
2025, 11:30am-12:00pm.

Weekday Mass timetable

«  Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday — 9am at OLMC
+  Wednesday & Friday — 9am at St Joseph’s

+  No Mass on Monday

Blessings for the coming week.

WEEKLY

~ Prayer Meditation every Tuesday 5pm on zoom - Note, NO session on Cup Day
~ Meditation every Thursday 7pm in the Malone room

~ Lectio Divina every Friday 10am on zoom

MONTH OF NOVEMBER

Tues 11 ~ Contemplative Walk 9.30am in Middle Park.

Wed 12 ~ Carmelite Conversation - Carmelite Conversations: SILENCE: Makes
the heart grow, with Br Daryl Moresco, O.Carm. 10.30am on zoom. Cost $10.
Tues 18 ~ Women’s Art Circle: Meditation, Mandala Making and Musing with
Michele Harris 1- 2:30pm in the library.

Tues 18 ~ Reading The Acts of the Apostles, monthly study group, 1.30pm on
zoom. Suggested donation $10.

Tues 18 ~ Eco-Spirituality Reading Circle, Tuesday 18 November, 5.00pm on
zoom.

Tues 25 ~ in person: Stretching our souls together - Discussion group,
11.15am-12.45pm in the Library. Cost $10.

Friday 28 ~ Monthly Social Gathering 11.30am in the Library.

For more details of events & bookings, visit the website:
https://www.thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org/events2/



Thursday 4th December 2025
6.00pm -8.30pm

St Joseph’s Hall, Port Melbourne
Cost: $40.00 per person

Comealong for a great night and take the opportunity to get to know other parishioners.
Cost includes savoury & sweet Finger Food, Beer, Wine, Bubbles, Soft Drinks, Coffee/
Tea & a ticket to all the prizes:

+  oneRaffle ticket

«  oneLucky Door Prize ticket

- oneLucky $50 Note ticket

We need PRIZES for our raffle ! If you are able to donate a prize,
please contact Cathy on 9681 9600 or leave it at the parish office.

To book select one of the following methods:

contact Cathy at the Parish Office (9681-9600 or cathy@sj-mc.org.au) & pay using
the DONATE button on the Home page of the parish website (www.sj-mc.org.
au)... be sure to select Parish Christmas Social and specify your First name and
Last name.

« usethe QR Code on page 3; this directs you to the DONATE button on Home page
of the parish website (www.sj-mc.org.au). Follow the above instructions.

+ see Carmel Collins after the 5.00pm Mass at Mt Carmel.

« see Cathy Garbellini after the 9.00am Mass at St Joseph’s

« see Sally Diserio after the 10.30am Mass at Mt Carmel

For catering purposes, payment MUST be made by Tuesday 25 November 2025.

CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE OF /R %R
VICTORIA AND WAGGA WAGGA (i' ¥ i)

T

Join us for a special conversation

r
w o M E N s as Fr Mathan Rawlins sits down
B R E A K FA s T L~ With internaticnal speaker

/G  Katie Prejean McGrady
THURSDAY A Katie Projean McGra
4 DECEMBER 2025 | A% exploring faith and life.

7.20am — §.45am

YICTORIA HOTEL
215 UITTLE COLLINS 5T
MELEQURME

%45 lincl. Continental Breakfast] TryBooking www.iryhooking com/DGOUH - EEedE
233 Tor League Members info@cwivicww.org.au / cwlvicww.org.au .
$30 for Students Bookmngs close 27 Nav [unibess soid out]

Catholic Women's League breakfast event on 4 December with Father Nathan Rawlins and
award-winning US author and Vatican analyst for CNN, Katie Prejean McGrady.



A Living Temple

Today’s feast celebrates the dedication of the Cathedral Church of St John the
Baptist in Rome. This cathedral is often referred to as the ‘Lateran’ because it is
built on the site of a palace once belonging to the Laterani family. This palace
served as the official residence of the Popes from the 4th to the 14th centuries.
Itis the cathedral church of the diocese of Rome of which the Pope is the local
bishop.

We celebrate the dedication of this cathedral as the mother church of the whole
Catholic community.

Cathedrals, like all churches, are physical signs of God’s presence and the
gathering place of the people of Christ. It is the living Body of Christ, which
gathers to celebrate and witness, which becomes the living temple of God’s
presence on earth.

The readings take up these themes. The first reading is taken from Ezekiel’s
vision of a new Temple in Jerusalem. The old one had been totally destroyed.
Interestingly, the reading does not focus on the glory of the building, but on
the ‘life-giving water’ which flows out of the building.

In the second reading, St Paul makes the point that we are God's building among
whom the Spirit of God is living.

The Gospel is the story of Jesus cleansing the Temple in Jerusalem. This passage
always reminds us of the need not to be distracted from our true purpose to be
the living Church of God. It also reminds us that the new and true temple is Jesus.

We, who are baptised in Christ, are the living stones in the Temple of God.
Our feast is a celebration of Christ, the one in whom we are built into the true

temple of God on earth; the ones through whom the living water of God’s Spirit
finds its way into the world to bring growth, goodness and healing.

David Hofman, O.Carm. Celebrating at Home,
Carmelite Communications, Melbourne

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: HERE I AM LORD DAN ScHutTE

|, the Lord of sea and sky,

I have heard my people cry.

All who dwell in dark and sin

My hand will save.

I, who made the stars of night,

I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

Refrain Herelam, Lord.
Isitl, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord,
if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

|, the Lord of snow and rain,

I have borne my people’s pain.

| have wept for love of them.
They turn away.

| will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone.
| will speak my word to them.
Whom shall | send? Refrain



GLORIA Mass of Creation: Marty Haugen

Refrain: Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, AlImighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen. Amen! Refrain

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
We give you thanks for your great glory.
Lord, God, Heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Refrain

Lord, Jesus Christ, only Begotten Son, Lord, God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;

You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most high, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Amen. Refrain

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 47:1-2,8-9,12

The angel brought me to the entrance of the Temple, where a stream came out
from under the Temple threshold and flowed eastwards, since the Temple faced
east. The water flowed from under the right side of the Temple, south of the
altar. He took me out by the north gate and led me right round outside as far
as the outer east gate where the water flowed out on the right-hand side. The
man went to the east holding his measuring line and measured off a thousand
cubits; he then made me wade across the stream; the water reached my ankles.
He measured off another thousand and made me wade across the stream again;
the water reached my knees. He measured off another thousand and made
me wade across again; the water reached my waist. He measured off another
thousand; it was now a river which | could not cross; the stream had swollen
and was now deep water, a river impossible to cross. He then said, ‘Do you see,
son of man?'He took me further, then brought me back to the bank of the river.
When | got back, there were many trees on each bank of the river. He said, ‘This
water flows east down to the Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into the sea
it makes its waters wholesome. Wherever the river flows, all living creatures
teeming in it will live. Fish will be very plentiful, for wherever the water goes it
brings health, and life teems wherever the river flows. Along the river, on either
bank, will grow every kind of fruit tree with leaves that never wither and fruit
that never fails; they will bear new fruit every month, because this water comes
from the sanctuary. And their fruit will be good to eat and the leaves medicinal.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

PsaLm 46 — THE WATERS oF THE RIVER

Response: The waters of the river gladden the city of God, the holy
dwelling of the Most High!

God is our refuge and our strength,

an ever-present help in distress.

Therefore, we fear not, though the earth be shaken

and mountains plunge into the depths of the sea. Response

There is a stream whose runlets gladden the city of God,
the holy dwelling of the Most High.



God is in its midst; it shall not be disturbed;
God will help it at the break of dawn. Response

The LORD of hosts is with us;

our stronghold is the God of Jacob.

Come! behold the deeds of the LORD,

the astounding things he has wrought on the earth. Response

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 3:9-11,16-17

You are God’s building. By the grace God gave me, | succeeded as an architect
and laid the foundations, on which someone else is doing the building.
Everyone doing the building must work carefully. For the foundation, nobody
can lay any other than the one which has already been laid, that is Jesus Christ.

Didn't you realise that you were God'’s temple and that the Spirit of God was
living among you? If anybody should destroy the temple of God, God will
destroy that person, because the temple of God is sacred; and you are that
temple.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
John 2:13-22

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple
he found people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers
sitting at their counters there. Making a whip out of some cord, he drove them
all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scattered the money changers’
coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all this out
of here and stop turning my Father’s house into a market’ Then his disciples
remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The
Jews intervened and said, ‘What sign can you show us to justify what you have
done? Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days | will raise it
up-The Jews replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this sanctuary: are you
going toraise it up in three days?’But he was speaking of the sanctuary that was
his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered that he
had said this, and they believed the scripture and the words he had said.
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APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERTORY: ON EAGLES WINGS MICHAEL JONCAS

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord
Who abide in His shadow for life
Say to the Lord, “My refuge, my rock in whom | trust!”

Refrain: And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings
Bear you on the breath of dawn
Make you to shine like the sun
And hold you in the palm of His hand.

For to His angels, He’s given a command

To guard you in all of your ways

Upon their hands they will bear you up

Lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. Amen.

Cel: The Lord be with you. All: And with your Spirit.
Cel: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Cel: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. All: It is right and just.
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Cel:  Behold the Lamb of God.
Behold him who takes away the sins of the World.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord | am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION HYMN: I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE SuzaNNE TooLAN
| am the Bread of life.

You who come to me shall not hunger;

and who believe in me shall not thirst.

No one can come to me

unless the Father beckons.

Refrain: And | will raise you up, and | will raise you up,
and I will raise you up on the last day.

The bread that | will give

is the flesh for the life of the world,
and if you eat of this bread,

you shall live for ever,

you shall live for ever. Refrain

Unless you eat

of the flesh of the Son of Man

and drink of his blood,

and drink of his blood,

you shall not have life within you. Refrain

RECESSIONAL HYMN: BRING FORTH THE KINGDOM  MARTY HAUGEN

You are salt for the earth, O people:
Salt for the Kingdom of God!

Share the flavor of life, O people:
Life in the Kingdom of God!

Refrain: Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy,
Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;
Bring forth the Kingdom of justice,
Bring forth the City of God!

You are a light on the hill, O people:
Light for the City of God!

Shine so holy and bright, O people:
Shine for the Kingdom of God! Refrain

You are a seed of the Word, O people:
Bring forth the Kingdom of God!
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice,
Grow in the Kingdom of God! Refrain

We are a blest and a pilgrim people:
Bound for the Kingdom of God!

Love our journey and love our homeland:
Love is the Kingdom of God! Refrain

Lyrics reproduced with permission One License no. A 642773

THE PARISH oF Port MELBeURNE AND MIPDLE [PARK
IS COMMITIED T THE SARSTY,
WELBEING AND DIGNIFY OF ALL CIDREN,
YOUNG PEOPLE AND VULNERABLE ADULTS.




Parish Vision Statement
(Endorsed at Parish Meeting, 27 August 2025)
Our Vision: A Carmelite Catholic Community of Faith, Love, and Service

We are the welcoming community of St Joseph’s Port Melbourne and Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel Middle Park, embracing all people with open hearts. Guided by
the Holy Spirit, we seek and celebrate Christ’s presence among us, finding Him
in one another and in the world around us.

With the openness of Mary, the courage of Prophet Elijah and the care of Joseph
we accept the continual challenge of the Gospel to follow Jesus and to become
more authentic disciples in these changing times.

Ourdesireis for our worship to be prayerful, inclusive and relevant, in which people
participatefullyandwhich expresses ourjoyand confidencein Godandineachother.

As a community we look to serve the needs of each other and we discover
and celebrate our gifts through serving the dignity of all persons without
discrimination. We reach out beyond our worshipping community to serve
others in need, particularly in our local area.

In a spirit of synodality, we listen deeply, discern prayerfully, and walk together,
responding with faith to what God asks of us.

St Joseph’s Port Melbourne and
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Middle Park

Parish Pastoral Council Guidelines
Vision: We base our ministry on the Parish Vision Statement, as
agreed at the Parish Meeting on 28 August 2025

Name: St Joseph’s Port Melbourne and Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Middle Park Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)

Mission: The PPC leads the parish, in collaboration with the Parish
Priest, in bringing the Parish Vision Statement to life.

We do this by:
Facilitating and encouraging the spiritual growth of the parish by
offering ongoing faith formation opportunities to parishioners and
others wishing to participate.

Informing the parish of developments in the wider Church.

Encouraging and facilitating social interactions and friendships
within the parish.

Welcoming and encouraging new parishioners.

Assisting with the implementation of short term projects which
do not fall in the remit of other parish groups.

Exploring and facilitating opportunities of outreach to the wider
community.

Encouraging among parishioners the pastoral care of each other.

Organising and facilitating an annual Parish Meeting.



Membership: Membership of the PPC is open to all parishioners.

The PPC would ideally consist of the following “ex officio”
members:

«  Parish Priest

+  Parish Secretary

«  Parish Pastoral Associate

«  Anyotherappointed pastoral ministers (clerical, religious or lay)

+  Galilee School Principal

The PPC would also consist of 8 self-nominated members who are
registered parishioners.

Elections: If elections are necessary, a brief paragraph introducing
each nominee and outlining his/her interest in being a
member of the PPC and how they felt they could
contribute to the PPC would be available beforehand,
accompanied by a photograph.

If necessary, elections would be held after the Homily at all
masses on a specific weekend, advertised in advance and on

a prepared ballot paper.

Filling of Vacancies between Elections:
At the discretion of the Parish Priest after consultation with

the PPC.
Terms of Office: 2 years — and renewable for a further 2 terms.

Office Bearers: President and Secretary — elected by majority vote at the 1st
meeting of each new PPC. The election would be presided
over by the Parish Priest.

As the PPC addresses its work, it will rely on various other
members to fill casual absences of President and
Secretary and to take leadership of various subcommittees in

areas of interest as they are formed.

Operation: Before each new PPC is formed, an information session,
outlining the nature and purpose of a PPC, would be
offered to those interested in nominating for the PPC.

The PPC would meet monthly from February to November;

The days and times of meeting would be decided by

consensus among the members of the PPC;

Meetings would be conducted in a synodal manner,
incorporating prayer and Conversations in the Spirit;
orientation to this way of operating would occur early in the
life of each PPC.

Regular reports on the activities of the PPC would be provided
to parishioners through the Parish Newsletter. The Reports
would be prepared by the Secretary, in consultation with the
President and the Parish Priest.

5 elected members and 2 “ex officio” members would make up
a Quorum for meetings.

The PPC would second parishioners, as required, to assist with
various projects as they arise.

Roles of Office Bearers:
President:
«  Chair all meetings of the PPC;
«  Represent the PPC before parishioners and the wider community
as required.

Secretary:
«  Prepare an Agenda for each meeting of the PPC in consultation

with the President and Parish Priest - and distribute;
+  Record and distribute Minutes of meetings.

Relationship with other parish groups:

The PPCis NOT an overseeing group, so doesn't require formal reports from other parish
groups. However, the PPC would endeavour to show interest in and be aware of other
groups’ work and support them as appropriate. From time to time, the PPC may invite
a member of another parish group to attend a PPC meeting and inform it of their work
or hear any concerns they may wish to raise in relation to the PPC or the broader parish.
Such invitations may be issued by the PPC at specific times, but there would be an open
invitation for other groups to have a representative attend a PPC meeting on request.
The PPC would endeavour to support these groups as possible.

The PPC would have no jurisdiction over other parish groups and would not interfere
in their operations. However, it would be available to provide support if requested and

as possible.



Parish Pastoral Council
NOMINATION FORM

,
nominate myself to serve on the newly formed
St Joseph’s & Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
Pastoral Council commencing in February 2026.

| offer my time and skills for the benefit of
the Parish Community in fulfilling our Vision
Statement.

Nominations close: Sunday, 16 November 2025.
Email

Phone
Signed

(Please place this form in the box at the back of
either Church or hand to Fr Paul)

20



