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Mary Mackillop - St Mary of the Cross
Mary MacKillop was the first daughter of Alexander and Flora Mackillop, both 
Scottish immigrants from Lochaber in the Western Highlands of Scotland. She 
was born in Brunswick Street, Fitzroy on 15 January 1842.

As the main bread winner of the family Mary worked at a stationery shop in 
Melbourne and then as a governess in the home of her aunt, Margaret Cameron 
in Penola, South Australia. After two years she returned to Victoria and worked as 
a governess at Portland where the MacKillop family had settled. Whilst in Penola 
Mary met Father Julian Tenison Woods who was working as a priest in this region. 
Father Woods had spent time in France where he encountered village convents 
where two or three sisters would live amongst the people, teaching and helping 
young girls to earn a living. Until now Irish, English and Scottish Catholics had been 
used to seeing nuns in enclosed convents providing education for the daughters 
of genteel families. Mary and Julian both considered the possibility of applying 
this simple yet daring model to South Australian bush conditions.

Woods sent to Portland for the two MacKillop girls, Mary and Lexie where they 
were living and so began the Josephite experiment. They were soon joined by 
other young women eager to assist as teachers. In 1867 Mary and one of the 
recruits came to Adelaide leaving others in charge of the Penola and Mount 
Gambier schools. They were offered a cottage to set themselves up and so the 
first Josephite community was established. They lived by a simple Rule of Life 
written by Woods and based on the French model. In August 1867 Mary made 
her profession of vows taking the religious name of Sister Mary of the Cross. The 
flow of applicants to join Mary continued and three years after their beginnings 
in Penola over eighty women were being led and trained by Sister Mary. These 
women were deployed in thirty schools in Adelaide and surrounding areas. In 1869 
Mary and four sisters arrived in Brisbane after spending some time in Melbourne 
and Sydney in order to collect money for their fares. In Brisbane they endured 
many difficulties emanating from the Vicar General who tried to bring the small 
community under his control however Mary refused to deviate from the Rule 
which she had vowed to follow. Likewise in Adelaide troubles were afoot when 
the Bishop on his return from Rome also tried to change their Rule and structure. 
Excommunicated by Bishop Sheil for ‘disobedience’ Mary and her sisters lived 
quietly as lay women until the Bishop repented of his actions and restored the 
sisters to their convents.

Through a representative gathering in Adelaide Mary was elected the first Mother 
General of the Order and established a Mother House and Novitiate in Sydney as 
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the new bishop of Adelaide also turned against the order.  Now facing opposition 
from three bishops Mary withdrew the order from the diocese of Adelaide, Brisbane 
and Bathurst. By the turn of the century the Josephites were established in dioceses 
in Western Australia, New South Wales, Wananui (New Zealand), South Australia 
as well as in Melbourne and Sandhurst (Bendigo). Mary held these communities 
of sisters together through her enormous output of correspondence, personal 
letters to sisters and circular letters to convents. She also visited her sisters regularly 
despite her poor health. She suffered her first stroke in New Zealand in 1902 and 
returned to Sydney to resume her writing using her left hand. Towards the end 
of her life she became an invalid confined to a wheel chair. She died on 8 August 
1909 and today lies buried in a simple but dignified shrine in the chapel of the 
Mother House in Sydney.

Mary’s legacy extends beyond Australia today to New Zealand, East Timor, Peru, 
Ireland and Brazil where the Josephite Sisters work in a range of ministries as 
they answer her call to “Never see a need without doing something about it 
(1871)”. Since the 1980s around 4,750 women and men work in the spirit of Mary 
MacKillop as Associates across the globe and support one another and their local 
communities through Friendship, Prayer and Service.
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Mary Mackillop - St Mary of the Cross

May our loved patron and father, 
St Joseph watch over us 

and obtain for us the spirit 
he wishes to see in his children. 

He has wonderfully watched over us 
up to the present. 

Let us be humble and grateful. (1898). 

Pray that a great unity may prevail, 
that charity may shine 

and a holy unworldly wisdom influence every word and act. 
Whoever we are or wherever we may be 
let self be forgotten and let God’s glory, 

his will and the general good alone absorb our thoughts, 
deliberations and actions. (1898) 

When storms rage, 
when persecutions or dangers threaten, 

I quietly creep into the Sacred Heart’s deep abyss;
and securely sheltered there, my soul is in peace, 

though my body is tossed upon the stormy waves
 of a cold and selfish world. (1907)

Mary Mackillop Prayer
Ever generous God, 

You inspired Saint Mary MacKillop 
To live her life faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and constant in bringing hope and encouragement  
to those who were disheartened, lonely or needy. 

With confidence in your generous providence 
and through the intercession of Saint Mary MacKillop  

We ask that you grant our request… 
We ask that our faith and hope be fired afresh by the Holy Spirit  

so that we too, like Mary MacKillop, 
may live with courage, trust and openness. 

Ever generous God hear our prayer. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ. Amen.

from the writings of
Mary of The Cross MacKillop
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Both our Churches are fitted with a hearing induction loop. Please use the ‘T’ or other appropriate 
switch on your hearing aid. Please tell us if you experience any difficulty.

We acknowledge the Yaluk-ut Weelam Clan, the traditional 
owners and custodians of this land. We pay our respects to them.  

May we walk gently here.

The Carmelite
Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park

in the care of the Carmelites since 1882

St Mary of the Cross                      8 August 2021

Celebrating the Feast of Mary MacKillop
Hi Everyone,

The seasons are gradually beginning a change with a little hesitancy, though we 
have been blessed with some lovely winter days despite the cold and the wind.

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS TO FRS MATTHEW AND MAURICE
This Sunday, Matthew turns 90 and on Friday, Maurice turned 89. Both are 
wonderful milestones to celebrate and both of them are extraordinary contributors 
to the life of the Parish. I know that I am indebted to both of them for their 
willingness to be a part of our liturgies and life and my prayer is that they will both 
know that they are most valued members of our community and we are thankful, 
not just for their lives, but also for their example. Ad multos annos!

1st EUCHARIST CANDIDATES
A number of our younger members of the community received their  1ST Eucharist 
on Saturday afternoon. With all the uncertainty surrounding life these days, it 
was marvellous to celebrate with them and their families and I trust that we will 
see more of them at our liturgies into the future.  The candidates are:  Matteo C., 
Elise D., Sebastian H., Zavier G., Thomas G., Zach G., Aaron J., Benjamin J., Joshua 
J., Tristan M., Luke M., Jacob P., and Madeleine W.  To each of them, every blessing 
and best wish.

KELLY McENHILL 
Kelly has departed our shores last week to be with her family in Michigan in the 
US and to undertake a theology course. She is one of those remarkable women 
who work quietly behind the scenes at both St Joseph’s, where she keeps Rob 
Winduss in line, and at Mount Carmel where she trains the Timorese Carmelites 
in the finer arts of liturgy preparation and celebration. May she have a safe trip 



our parish this week

we remember

Churches
 St Joseph’s 
 cnr Rouse & Stokes Streets 
 Port Melbourne

 Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 cnr Richardson & Wright Streets 
 Middle Park

Sunday Masses 
 6.00pm (Sat) Mount Carmel
 9.00am Saint Joseph’s
 10.30am Mount Carmel

Reconciliation
 after 9.00am Mass Saturday

Carmelite Parish Office
 274 Rouse Street
 Port Melbourne Vic 3207

 Telephone  03 9681 9600
 Facsimile  03 9681 9608

 After Hours Emergency
 0408 754 283 

 Email  parish@sj-mc.org.au

 Parish Website  www.sj-mc.org.au

 Carmelite Website
 www.carmelites.org.au

Office Hours 9am-4pm 
(non COVID times) 
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday
(CLOSED  TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS)
Parish Priest
 Fr Hugh Brown OCarm

Parish Secretary
 Anne Ierardo

Pastoral Life Co-ordinator
 Michael Murray

Finance Officer
 Shane Harrison

Facilities Manager
 Ken Chaffer

Safeguarding Officer
 Frances Correa

Galilee Regional Catholic 
 Primary School
 Bank Street 
 South Melbourne Vic 3205
 Telephone   03 9699 2928

Monday  9 August 
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s

Tuesday 10 August
9.00am Mass,  Mt Carmel

Wednesday 11 August
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s followed by 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday 12 August
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel

Friday 13 August
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s, 

Saturday 14 August
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel 
6.00pm Vigil Mass, Mt Carmel

Sunday  15 August
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s
10.30am Mass, Mt Carmel

Those who are sick or ill and in need of prayer:  
Tommy Bednar, Paul Caghi - Cao,  Nawal Cox, Maria 
De Nittis, Kelly Edwards, Judy Fairhall, Gigi Fakkah, 
Frances Farrugia, Lyn Faul, Rose Fennell, Gary Finn, 
Maurice Fitzpatrick, Gerard Friary, Ivy Hermence, 
Chris Kowalski, Marino Mihocic, Felicity Morgan, 
Marie O’Connor, Sylvia Poliakova, Rafal Rafalski, 
Michael Ristevski, Lucie Carmen Rodriguez, Dennis 
Rohan, Lorraine Rohan, Keith Ryder, Sarah Abdel-
Said,  Teresa Sheehan, Jane Spiteri, Helen Stanley,  
Jim Sullivan, Maureen Toohey, Troy Vincent, Julie 
Wain, Sr Barbara Walsh RSG, Jonathon Wil, Vivienne 
Williams,  Tami Yap. 

Those whose have died recently:  Felix Britto, Lucia 
Cabezel, all those affected by COVID_ 19 throughout 
the world. 

Those whose anniversaries of death occur about 
this time: Domenico Speranza and Geraldine 
Worrell.



ministers

for your generosity last Sunday

St Joseph’s 
Carmelite and   
Parish Offering   $646.00

Our Lady of Mt Carmel     
Carmelite and  
Parish Offering   $1,337.00

thank you

in our parish
14/15 August

Feast of the Assumption

6.00pm Mount Carmel (Vigil)
Commentator:   Des Collins
Readers:   Tris Tanumihardjo

Eucharistic  Ministers:   Bro 
Albino

Communion to the Sick:   N/A

9.00am St Joseph’s
Commentator:  Brian Harrison

Reader:      Ron Cassano

Eucharistic Ministers:  Cathy 
Garbellini

Counters: Jim Power & Brian 
Rochford
 

Childrens’ Liturgy: N/A 

10.30am Mount Carmel
Commentator:   Nina Batsakis

Readers:   Peter Thomas

Eucharistic Ministers:   Denis 
Churkovich

Childrens’ Liturgy: Bernadette 
Hickey

Hospitality: Angela Cox
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August 2021 Parish Men's Dinner
Wednesday 25 August 2021, 6:45 pm, 
O'Connor-Pilkington Rooms, OLMC.

Speaker: Ron Curtain, former family law 
barrister and Federal Circuit Judge 

“Family law experiences”
RSVP: John Molloy - 9699 2031 

Cost: $35

home, along with some wonderful times with her 
family, and that she returns safely and well toward 
the end of the year.

FELIX BRITTO RIP 
Felix, the eldest member of the Britto family, died 
suddenly and was buried from St Monica’s, Moonee 
Ponds last Thursday. Please remember Felix in 
your prayers, along with Charlotte, Robert, Jacinta 
and Francis. May he rest gently in the care of our 
loving God.

Blessings and peace.

What’s On at the Carmelite Centre
Tuesdays: Centering Prayer, 5.00pm (Via Zoom)

Thursdays: Meditation, 7.00pm

Fridays: Lectio Divina, 9.30am (Via Zoom)

Welcome to our Family
We celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism 
after the 10.30am Mass at Mt Carmel for 
Holly May Cook and Lily Mara Fagan. 

Please keep Holly and Lily,their parents, 
and godparents in your prayers.



A reflection by Peter Thomas, JPIC Team
From 1984 to 2012 Peter was an International & Pacific BoardMember and 
Vice President Unda, International Catholic Assoc. for Radio & Television and 
subsequently Vice President of SIGNIS, the International Catholic  Association for 
Communication.

Keeping Social Justice on the Public Agenda
“It’s a murky world to many church people…. some of it profit-driven, electronically 
generated, unashamedly secular and cynical about anything sacred. Media is seen 
as an alien environment!”

Those words of John Bluck, then Communication’s Director, World Council of 
Churches and later the 14th Anglican Bishop of Waiapu in New Zealand, I first read 
thirty years ago. John also acknowledged loud and clear in most of his writings 
that media, and today that would include social media, have taken over many of 
the social roles held by the church. He wrote a great deal about the media’s role, 
including television as a way of keeping religion and social and human right’s 
issues on the public agenda. And so it was that in the depths of Melbourne’s winter 
I sat in front of a computer screen in my spare bedroom cum office watching some 
of the finest examples of television documentary.

It was a challenging task to pick a winner but that was the job we were given by 
SIGNIS the international Catholic Organisation for Communication who annually 
present a special award at the Prix Italia film, television and radio festival. Together 
with colleagues from Hong Kong, Belgium and Italy I was privileged to be a jury 
member selecting from over 60 documentaries that dealt with universal social or 
human rights issues produced by public broadcasters around the world.

Because COVID 19 prevented me from travel I watched my 30 allotted documentaries 
on line and communicated with my fellow jury members via Google Meet.. I’ve 
been fortunate to have been a jury member at other international festivals but 
this year at Prix Italia I was heartened at the quality and quantity of productions.

Let me give you a flavour of the documentaries on offer. From Spanish television, 
‘The Legacy of the Caliphate’ looking at the repercussions of the fall of the caliphate 
of the self-proclaimed Islamic State. ”Born in Auschwitz”, a French Canadian 
documentary with a story about the only Jewish child to survive being born in 

Justice peace integrity
of creation commission



the extermination camp. “Grooming”, addressing the issue of sexual harassment 
of Argentinian young people on the Internet. ”The Man Who Loses Hope” an 
outstandingly beautiful Russian film about maintaining hope. “I Am Greta” a 
German made documentary that presents a portrait of Greta Thunberg and 
her fight to have her voice heard by bureaucrats and politicians. “The Cave”, the 
courage and resilience of health workers being bombed relentlessly in Al Ghouta 
in Syria. ’The  Hidden Tracks of Our Money’, a Belgium documentary that shows 
an investigation that uncovers the truth about some banks claims to invest funds 
ethically but instead invest in coal, armaments and tobacco. ‘Stop Filming Us’ a 
documentary from the Netherlands that dissects the mechanisms underpinning 
the dominance of  Western perspectives on developing countries. It argues that 
countries must show their own reality in response to colonial, one-sided Western 
dominated perceptions.

Our jury were unanimous in awarding the SIGNIS prize to “Push” a documentary 
from Sveriges(Swedish) Television that investigated how local working and middle 
class people have become unable to afford housing in major cities across the world. 
It showed how people were being pushed out of their homes. What follows is the 
summary we presented to the Prix Italia judges….

We applaud this documentary for raising the issue of a ‘David & Goliath’ situation in 
which wealthy Hedge Funds and other investors trade housing as assets, in much 
the same way as they would trade a commodity such as gold, without regard to 
the displacement of tenants many of whom are poorer people, immigrants, the 
elderly and refugees.

Swedish Television has excelled in showing us that the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights provision that adequate housing is the right of every child, woman 
and man, everywhere, is flagrantly ignored by unbridled capitalism, a position 
that numerous countries legally endorse in spite of its intrinsically amoral nature. 
The filmmakers are to be commended for raising in such a powerful manner an 
issue of universal concern.

In addition to choosing “Push” for our special prize we chose “Eine Klinik im 
Untergrund” (The Cave) produced by German Television for a Commendation. 
The following is the summary we gave to the organizing group at Prix Italia.... The 
futility of war is the over-arching and effective message of The Cave; the human 
cost and the horror of suffering and loss. The courage of the health workers as 
they were constantly bombed by Russian and forces loyal to Bashar al-Assad was 
brilliantly captured by a crew from German TV who took extraordinary risks to 
obtain this fly-on-thewall look at this nightmare situation. We also commend this 
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documentary for highlighting the accounts of misogyny as the female Doctor/
Manager battled with prejudice because of her gender and for offering the viewer 
a slither of redemption in the form of a quote from one of the doctors that, ‘hope 
shines in the darkest places.’

In making our decisions about these outstanding documentaries SIGNIS has 
established a set of criteria.

1. Programs should have high production values. As a jury we take into account 
the artistic talent and technical skill manifested by the producers.

2. Programs must be judged from a gospel perspective reflecting human dignity 
and rights; or stimulate ethical debate; or portray values in the spirit of the gospels; 
or raise audience consciousness of the transcendent dimensions of life.

3. Programs must give attention to themes relevant to Christian responsibility in 
a modern society. In assessing which documentaries met these criteria the jury 
was spoilt for choice as almost all in their own way were prophetic.

Media has a vital role in keeping human rights and social justice issues on the 
public agenda, a position the church has promoted energetically in the last 50 
years. It recognizes that  communications, in this case television and cinema 
documentaries have a most important part to play in forming public opinion. As 
early as the 1970s in a document titled ‘Mass Media – A Pastoral Instruction’ from 
the Vatican’s communication’s office these hopeful lines resonated with those of 
us working in the media.

‘The People of God walk in history. As they, who are, essentially, both 
communicators and recipients, advance with their times, they look with confidence 
and even enthusiasm to whatever the development of communications may have 
to offer.’ (sec.187).

From 1984 to 2012 Peter was an International & Pacific BoardMember and Vice President Unda, 
International Catholic Assoc. for Radio & Television and subsequentlyVice President of SIGNIS, 

the International Catholic Association for Communication
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Reflection on tHIS wEEK’S readings

God’s saving justice
The Gospel reading for today is, at first glance, an odd choice to pair with the 
feast of St Mary of the Cross. Mary MacKillop faced more than a few financial 
challenges, after all, especially in her youth. The burden of supporting her poor 
family fell to Mary in her teenage years, and surely no one held it against her for 
worrying about money, food, or clothing.

But the pairing of saint and gospel makes sense in the context of Mary’s vocation. 
Rather than worrying about herself, she cared for others. In this, Mary MacKillop 
lived the gospel very effectively. First caring for her immediate family, then for 
wider relations, soon enough Mary was focused on meeting the many needs of 
the communities in which she and her fellow Sisters of St Joseph lived. Through 
aid, education, and example Mary offered her contemporaries and us an example 
of faith through works.

From quietly and unobtrusively teaching in a stable in 1866, to founding a religious 
order that spread throughout and beyond a continent, Mary’s spiritual journey 
was truly focused on “God’s saving justice”. Tending to Australia’s Aboriginal 
peoples, prisoners facing execution, children requiring education, the homeless, 
the orphaned, the sick, indeed anybody she saw in need, Mary shows us how God 
seeks to answer the day’s troubles: through us. © Nick Brodie

Nick Brodie is an Australian historian and writer. He is an alumnus of the Australian National University, 
Flinders University, and the University of Tasmania. His doctorate examined law and social policy in late 
medieval and early modern England, he is the author of several books on Australian history, and he has 
written multiple essays and articles on aspects of European, Australasian, and global history for various 
Australian and international publications and presses. In 2017 he was awarded the Bruce Mansfield Prize 
for the best article in the Journal of Religious History.
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processional Hymn  Companions on The Journey

our Liturgy
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First Reading

Gloria

1 Kings 17:7-16
And then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, ‘Up and go to Zarephath, a Sidonian 
town, and stay there. I have ordered a widow there to give you food.’ So he went off 
to Sidon. And when he reached the city gate, there was a widow gathering sticks. 
Addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little water in a vessel for me to drink.’ She was 
setting off to bring it when he called after her. ‘Please,’ he said ‘bring me a scrap of 
bread in your hand.’ ‘As the Lord your God lives,’ she replied ‘I have no baked bread, 
but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a jug; I am just gathering a stick or 
two to go and prepare this for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall die.’ But 
Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do as you have said; but first make a little 
scone of it for me and bring it to me, and then make some for yourself and for your 
son. For thus the Lord speaks, the God of Israel:

“Jar of meal shall not be spent,
jug of oil shall not be emptied,
before the day when the Lord sends
rain on the face of the earth.”’

The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the food, she, himself and 
her son. The jar of meal was not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had 
foretold through Elijah.

Penitential Rite
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responsorial psalm psalm 63: your love is Finer Than liFe

Second Reading

Colossians 3:12-17
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you should be clothed in 
sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with 
one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven 
you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them together and 
complete them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because 
it is for this that you were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful.

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, 
and advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and 
hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do anything except in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

As a dry and weary desert land, 
so my soul is thrings for my God,
and my flesh is faint for the God I seek,
for your love is more to me than life.

I think of you when at night I rest, 
I reflect upon your steadfast love,
I will cling to you, O Lord my God,
in the shadow of your wings I sing.

I will bless your name all the days I live,
I will raise my hands and call on you, 
my joyful lips shall sing your priase,
you alone have filled my hungry soul.
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gospel

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

Matthew 6:25-34
Jesus said to his disciples:
I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat,
nor about your body and what you are to wear.
Surely life is more than food, and the body more than clothing!
Look at the birds in the sky. They do not sow or reap or
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not worth much more than they are?
Can any of you, however much you worry,
add one single cubit to your span of life?
And why worry about clothing?
Think of the flowers growing in the fields;
they never have to work or spin: yet I assure you that
not even Solomon in all his royal robes was clothed like one of these.
Now if that is how God clothes the wild flowers growing in the field
which are there today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow,
will he not much more look after you, you have so little faith?
So do not worry; do not say, “What are we to eat?
What are we to drink? What are we to wear?”
It is the gentiles who set their hearts on all these things.
Your heavenly Father knows you need them all.
Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on God’s saving justice,
and all these other things will be given you as well.
So do not worry about tomorrow: tomorrow will take care of itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Gospel Acclamation    
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Offertory Hymn  We remember  (10.30am only)

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.
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Cel:  Behold the Lamb of God. 
 Behold him who takes away the sins of the World.
 Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

HOLY, HOLY

The Mystery of Faith

Cel: The Lord be with you. All: And with your Spirit.
Cel: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Cel: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. All: It is right and just.
The Celebrant prays the preface at the end of which all sing:

lamb of god
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Communion Hymn: eagles Wings

Communion Reflection: i have loved you (10.30am only)

Verses over page
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Recessional hymn noW Thank We all our god  

The Parish of PorT Melbourne and Middle Park 
is coMMiT Ted To The safe T y, 

wellbeing and digniT y of all children, 
young PeoPle and vulner able adulTs.

from previous page


