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Both our Churches are fitted with a hearing induction loop. Please use the ‘T’ or other 
appropriate switch on your hearing aid. Please tell us if you experience any difficulty.

We acknowledge the Yaluk-ut Weelam Clan, the traditional 
owners and custodians of this land. We pay our respects to them.  

May we walk gently here.

The Carmelite
Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park

in the care of the Carmelites since 1882

PenteCost Sunday Year A - 24 May 2026

Continued on pg 4

Dear sisters and brothers,

On this feast of Pentecost, we celebrate the gift of the Spirit of Jesus, the Spirit of God 
– the Holy Spirit - to the followers of Jesus.

St John in the Gospel and St Luke in the 1st Reading from the Acts of the Apostles express 
belief in this gift in different ways.  For St John, it is a gift imparted on the evening of 
Easter Sunday (“the first day of the week”), when the risen Jesus appears among the 
frightened and confused disciples, filling them with joy and greeting them with “Peace”.  
Jesus then proceeds to endow them with the gift of the Holy Spirit, empowering and 
commissioning them to carry on his mission of forgiveness and reconciliation among 
all people.

St Luke’s account is even more dramatic.  He associates the gift of the Holy Spirit to the 
disciples with the traditional and significant Jewish feast of Pentecost.  This was a feast 
celebrated 50 days (7 weeks) after the feast of Passover (with which Easter is associated).  
It was a feast when the people of Israel gathered to give thanks to God for the gift of the 
land and its produce (its “first fruits”).  As we hear in today’s 1st Reading, the disciples were 
gathered together in a room when, in the context of wind and fire, the Holy Spirit was 
gifted them, empowering and commissioning them (as in St John’s Gospel) to proclaim 
the risen Lord and his mission of forgiveness and reconciliation among all people.

The Church’s liturgical celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the disciples follows 
St Luke’s account of the bestowal of this gift by celebrating a new Pentecost – 7 weeks 
after Easter.  This new Pentecost, marks the gift of the Holy Spirit as the “1st fruit” of the 
risen Lord.

In today’s 2nd Reading from St Paul’s 1st Letter to the Corinthians, St Paul is at pains 
to remind these early Christians at Corinth that all of them as baptised believers are 
“under the influence of the Holy Spirit”.  As such they are all called to proclaim the risen 
Lord and his mission of forgiveness and reconciliation in their own way and according 
to their own gifts. 

There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done, 
but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people, it 
is the same God who is working in all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is 
given to each person is for a good purpose.
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our parish this week

we remember

Churches
	 St Joseph’s 
	 cnr Rouse & Stokes Streets 
	 Port Melbourne

	 Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
	 cnr Richardson & Wright Streets 
	 Middle Park

Sunday Masses 
	 5.00pm (Sat) Mount Carmel
	 9.00am Saint Joseph’s
	 10.30am Mount Carmel
Reconciliation
	 after 9.00am Mass Saturday

Carmelite Parish Office
	 274 Rouse Street
	 Port Melbourne Vic 3207

	 Telephone  03 9681 9600

	 After Hours Phone Number	
	 0419 136 030 

	 Email  parish@sj-mc.org.au

	 Parish Website  www.sj-mc.org.au

	 Carmelite Website
	 www.carmelites.org.au

Office Hours: 
Tuesday - 9am - 4pm 
Wednesday - 9am-4pm
Friday - 9am-12pm 
(CLOSED  MONDAYS & THURSDAYS)
Parish Priest
	 Fr Paul Cahill, O.Carm
Parish Secretary
	 Cathy Garbellini
Pastoral Associate  
    Kelly McEnhill
Business Finance Manager	
	 Mark Zanon
Sacramental Co-Ordinators 
   Baptism - Br Daryl Moresco, O.Carm
	 First Reconciliation -  Sally Diserio
	 First Eucharist - Aimee Nguyen
	 Confirmation - Sally Diserio 
Safeguarding Officer
	 Frances Correa
Maintenance Manager
	 Dave Fletcher
Galilee Regional Catholic 
	 Primary School
	 Bank Street, South Melbourne 3205
	 Telephone   03 9699 2928

Those who are sick or ill and in need of prayer: Mona Lien 
Cao, Nawal Cox, Harry Cubbin, Judy Anne Dawson, Jill 
Delossantos, Neil Delossantos, Anthony Dickason, Maureen 
Dickason, Josie Dupont, Alison Fed, Lindsay Flint, Pauline 
Flint, Fr Des Fitzgerald CSSR, William Gabelich, Noel Holland, 
Peg James, Nai Yin Mak, Ben McGrath, Andreas Morrison, 
Martine Morrison, Maria Ohleiter, Rafal Rafalski, Ailbe Sheehy, 
Jai Paul Singh, Jim Sullivan, Rachel Szeto, Rick Thompson, Bill  
Toohey, Helen Turner, Lorinda Turner, Angela Vyde, Chloe 
Wyn & Rob Winduss.      

Those who have died recently: Mabel Chahine, Brendan 
Coburn, Lorna Harding, Ingrid Ohleiter & Doug Searl. 
 
Those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Maureen 
Gurry, Felipa Romarate and Carmelite Arnold Vaneman.    

In Our Parish
Welcome to our Family

This Sunday, we welcome: 

Amelie Isabelle Letch-McNally 
Penelope Lauren Malcomson

Sonny James McNiece

Ministries
30/31 May 2026 

The Most Holy Trinity Year A

5.00pm Mount Carmel (Vigil)
    Commentator: Abramo Ierardo
    Reader: Mary Chow 
   Offertory:  Abramo Ierardo

Communion: Joe Chow 
Music:  Kelly McEnhill 
Sacristan:  Abramo Ierardo

9.00am St Joseph’s
      Commentator: Brian Harrison 
      Reader: Terry Gurry 

Offertory: Frances Correa 
Communion: Cathy Garbellini
Counters: Cathy Garbellini & Nova 
Hack
Music: Frances Correa 
Hospitality:  Ann Rochford 
Sacristan:  Kelly McEnhill 

10.30am Mount Carmel
     Commentator:  Mary Brady   
     Reader: Denis Churkovich
    Offertory: Kathleen Kiernan
     Communion: Kathleen Kiernan

Music: Choir
Hospitality: Peter Thomas 
Sacristan: Kelly McEnhill 

Communion to the Sick: 
Kathy Mount 31 May - 6 Jun 2026 

as they receive the Sacrament of Baptism at Our Lady of  
Mt Carmel, Middle Park. 

Please keep the children, their parents, godparents & 
famiy in your prayers.

Monday 25 May - No Mass

Tuesday 26 May    
9.00am	 Mass, Mt Carmel
2.00pm   Memorial Service, Mt Carmel for Mrs Lorna         
Therese Harding

Wednesday 27 May  
9.00am	 Mass, St Joseph’s 

Thursday 28 May   
9.00am	 Mass, Mt Carmel 

Friday	 29 May  
9.00am	 Mass, St Joseph’s 

Saturday 30 May 
9.00am	 Mass, Mt Carmel,
5.00pm	 Vigil Mass, Mt Carmel 

Sunday   31 May  
9.00am	  Mass,  St Joseph’s
10:30am  Mass, Mt Carmel 

Donations 
Parish QR code 

Enter amount, your name, email 
address & optionally any comment.

      QR Code on page 4.  
Electronic Funds Transfer 

BSB:  083-347 
Account No: 58 216 8515
Name: Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Catholic Development Fund

Parish Website:  
www.sj-mc.org.au 

using DONATE button on Homepage.

thank you
for your generosity last weekend. 
Parish Stewardship Offerings 

Envelopes	 $     325.00
Credit Card	 $     115.00
Direct Credit	 $     454.10.
Loose Plate 	 $  1,573.85
Tap & Go	 $     243.00     
Total	                       $ 2,710.95

Save the Dates 

•	 Sunday, 19 July 2026 - Principal Mass for Feast 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel at 10:30am at 
Our Lady of Mount Camel Church followed by a 
Feastday Lunch at 12pm at St Joseph’s Hall, Port 
Melbourne.    

•	 Thursday, 27 August 2026, 7-9pm - Annual Parish 
Meeting, at St Joseph’s Hall, Port Melbourne.    

•	 Saturday, 3 October 2026, 10am - Blessing of 
the Pets & Sausage Sizzle at St Joseph’s Church 
carpark, Port Melbourne.    

•	 Thursday, 3 December 2026, 6pm - Christmas 
Parish Social at St Joseph’s Hall, Port Melbourne.    
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Continued from  pg 1
Scripture scholar, Brendan Byrne, tells us that: “(St Paul) firmly believes that each individual 
member of the church has been given at baptism a distinct gift of the Spirit. Where some 
of the Corinthians appear to have rated the more dramatic and ecstatic gifts (especially, 
the gift of tongues) above all the others, Paul insists on the variety of gifts – including 
such matters as a gift for leadership and administration and of giving assistance to the 
poor (1 Cor 12:28-29). All have their origin in the Spirit but not all have the same purpose”. 

As we celebrate the gift of the Spirit in a special way on this “Pentecost Sunday’ may we 
recognise, give thanks for and commit to using our own distinctive gifts in exercising our 
commission to proclaim the risen Lord and his mission of forgiveness and reconciliation 
in the context of our daily lives and our sphere of influence.  May we also recognise, 
accept and rejoice in the gifts of others – all given for the building up of the body of 
Christ in the world.

…………………………………………………………………….

Parish Pastoral Council
I’m very pleased to announce that at its meeting last Tuesday night, the PPC elected its 
Chair for the next two years.  It is Des Powell.  I’m very grateful to Des for accepting this 
ministry and very confident that he will serve us well in it – as John Patterson already is 
in his previously announced ministry of Secretary of the PPC.

At its meeting last Tuesday, the PPC also confirmed the date of this year’s Parish Meeting 
on Thursday 27 August at 7pm in St Joseph’s Hall and the date for the Blessing of Pets on 
Saturday 3 October at 10am in St Joseph’s carpark.  It noted that the next major parish 
celebration will be for the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, our parish and Carmelite 
co-patron.  The principal Mass for this feast will be celebrated on Sunday 19 July at 
10:30am at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, followed by the Feastday lunch at St 
Joseph’s Hall from 12 noon.

Tap and Go Machine at OLMC
Following my report last week on payments made through the Tap & Go terminal at 
OLMC, I can confirm the following:
•   There is no problem with the terminal itself.
•   All monies paid through it are being received by the parish.
•  On some people’s bank statements, some transactions made through this terminal 
appear as going to another local business.  However, we have verified that they aren’t 
being received by this business, but by the parish.
•  Our bank is following up with the payment services provider to ensure payments are 
accurately listed on the bank statements of all donors.
•  The terminal has been reinstalled in the confidence that all payments made 
through it are being received by the parish.
•   If you have any concerns about payments made on this machine, please contact our 
Finance Officer, Mark Zanon, through the Parish Office.

Power Interruption next Sunday at OLMC
CitiPower have informed us that they are undertaking critical works next Sunday 
31 May which will affect service to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.  We have 
contacted them to try to arrange for power to the Church to be kept on during 
our 10:30am Mass.  Unfortunately, they cannot accommodate our request.  They 
have informed us that The works are to safely carry out an upgrade to the Middle Park 
Primary School and are being carried out on a Sunday to avoid disrupting the school’s 
operations as much as possible.

Although we will not have lighting for this Mass, there should be enough natural 
lighting at that time of day to enable us to operate safely and effectively.  However, 
we will not have power for the normal PA system or for the organ.  In light of 
these limitations, we will have a portable PA system available for the Reader, 
Commentator and Celebrant to use and the choir is happy to sing “a capella”.  
Let’s hope all runs smoothly.

Blessings for the coming week.

Chair of Parish Pastoral Council
Des Powell
Helen and I have been long time parishioners in Middle 
Park and Port Melbourne and have been active in 
parish ministry in many roles. More recently I have 
been involved with the Carmelite Library. My broader 
involvement in lay leadership within the changing 
Church, has included roles such as Chair Mackillop 
Family Services, Chair Edmund Rice Education and as 
a Director of Mercy Ministry Companions. These roles 
have given me great experience in serving others as we 
are called to do in the Gospel. My wish in seeking to 
join the Pastoral Council is that I can add value to our 
Parish community by sharing my skills and experience, 
supporting others ,enabling us all to develop our own 
faith development and importantly to listen to all 
voices in our community.
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Stretching Our Souls 2026 Program 
Aim: 	 To help each other deepen our spiritual lives and increasingly 

to live in the world with the eyes of Christ.

This is designed for people who want to discuss with others important issues 
that they may confront during their spiritual journey.  It will require participants 
to think about these issues and to share with others.  They are not to be of just 
academic interest but opportunities to come together to sort through ideas 
that may help find new pathways in our respective spiritual journeys.

We hold face to face meetings in the Carmelite Library on the third Tuesday 
of every month 11.00 am – 12.30 pm.  

The next session will be held on 16 June. It will address the following theme:  

St Paul exhorts us to “.. be of the same mind [of Christ], having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind”.  (Philippians 2:1-2)
Is this at all possible if we see Christ as the animating force of the whole of 
the Cosmos including us?  How do we engage with something so enormous?  
What does it tell us about the human mind, consciousness, capacities?  

Details of future sessions are set out below:  

•	 July 21 -  Conscience, free will and role of the church
How is our conscience formed?  It suggests free will but just how free are we 
in our choices?  What about the role of culture, history, abusive experiences, 
mental illness etc? What is the role of church teaching in this?  Church 
teaching changes over time – how do we adapt to that in our own lives?  How 
do we bring our conscience and church teaching together when they differ?

•	 August 18 – Church in the world rather than apart or of. (Vat II Gaudium 
et spes)
Vatican II ushered in a new way of being in the world for the Church.  
There is a positive emphasis on “signs of our times’, i.e. those events of history 
through which God continues to speak to us and summons us to respond.  
The Church recognises the world as one of change – where science and 
technology can lead to practical progress and raise human consciousness 
about racial and gender equality and global interdependence. The church 
reflects deeply on the mutual relationship between the gospel message

and the world to which it is proclaimed and in which it is applied. 

How do you experience the church in the world?  What if any, are the risks 
of being in the world? How are we as individual Christians in the world?

•	 September 15 - Reading Genesis chs 1 – 4. The creation and the fall.
There is a broad scientific consensus on the evolution of humans from 
primates that does not fit easily with the biblical tradition.   Science indicates 
that humans emerged in a group not an original pair and that emergence 
seemingly leaves little room for an original innocence in the ‘garden’ from 
which humanity suffered a ‘Fall’. (Ref William T Cavanaugh and James K.A 
Smith eds Evolution and the Fall.)

Some areas to explore can include;

-	 Ways to approach the interaction of Christian doctrinal traditions with 
knowledge from outside those traditions. 
-	 Evolution and the emergence of free will, consciousness, ability to 
symbolise, sin, soul
-	 Authority of Scripture and understandings from other traditions namely 
the social and physical sciences.  

•	 October 20 - The beatitudes Pt. 1.  Matthew 5:3-10; Luke 6:20 – 26.

•	 November 17 -  The beatitudes Pt 2.  

For more information, please feel free to contact Clare McArdle via 
email:  claremcardle7@gmail.com
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David Hofman, O.Carm. Celebrating at Home, Carmelite Communications, Melbourne

Sent to be God’s love in the world

Carmelite Reflection

At Pentecost we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to the first group of Christian 
believers - the disciples. This gift of the Holy Spirit is the culmination of the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus.

It would be wrong to think that this gift happened only once, in one moment 
of history. In fact, the gifting of the Holy Spirit is a continuing event in the life 
of every believing person and, therefore, in every age of human history. The 
Holy Spirit is the presence of God with us - the enduring way in which Jesus 
remains present in the Church and in the life of each person.

Today we do not pray to receive the Holy Spirit. The presence of the Holy Spirit 
in us has been affirmed and proclaimed in the sacraments of Baptism and 
Confirmation. Instead, we pray to grow more aware of the Spirit’s presence in 
our lives and to allow that Spirit to grow within us, gradually re-shaping our 
minds and hearts in the image of Jesus.

Pentecost brings to a close the fifty days of the Church’s Easter celebrations. Soon 
we will begin Ordinary Time again. So, our feast today helps us understand that 
we take the Holy Spirit with us into the ordinary events and tasks of each day.

That is how we allow the sacred to touch, heal and transform us and the world 
around us.

The spiritual search is for the heart of God within our own. When we enter 
into relationship with Christ through the Spirit, the gifts begin to flow more 
abundantly. The Spirit is the source of reconciliation with ourselves and with 
each other. Reconciliation is essential if we are to ‘hold and guard’ each other 
in the midst of all that life throws at us, especially at the moment.

The Spirit brings gifts of wisdom, courage, understanding, right judgement, 
knowledge, reverence, wonder and awe in God’s presence. May we be graced 
by them all as we discern and decide how we can best work together to build 
up each other and to let God’s love be seen at work in each of us.

our Liturgy
Processional Hymn: GATHER US IN 		                  Marty Haugen

Here in this place new light is streaming,
Now is the darkness vanished away,
See in this space our fears and our dreamings,
Brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in—the lost and forsaken,
Gather us in—the blind and the lame;
Call to us now, and we shall awaken,
We shall arise at the sound of our name.

We are the young—our lives are a mystery,
We are the old—who yearn for your face,
We have been sung throughout all of history,
Called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in—the rich and the haughty,
Gather us in—the proud and the strong;
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly,
Give us the courage to enter the song.

Here we will take the wine and the water,
Here we will take the bread of new birth,
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
Call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
Give us to eat the bread that is you;
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

Not in the dark of buildings confining,
Not in some heaven, lightyears away, 
Here in this place the new light is shining,
Now is the Kingdom, now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us for ever,
Gather us in and make us your own;
Gather us in—all peoples together,
Fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
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GLORIA 		  				           Curtis Stephan

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen, amen.

First Reading

Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11
When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, when 
suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the 
noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and something 
appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and came 
to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech.

Now there were devout people living in Jerusalem from every nation under 
heaven, and at this sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear 
them speaking his own language. They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ 
they said ‘all these people speaking are Galileans? How does it happen that each 
of us hears them in their own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 
people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors from 
Rome – Jews and proselytes alike – Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching 
in our own language about the marvels of God.’

responsorial psalm 

Psalm 104:  Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Response: Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
    O LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
How manifold are your works, O LORD!
    the earth is full of your creatures. Response

If you take away their breath, they perish
    and return to their dust.
When you send forth your spirit, they are created,
    and you renew the face of the earth. Response

May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
    may the LORD be glad in his works!
Pleasing to him be my theme;
    I will be glad in the LORD. Response

Gospel AcclamatioN 				                   Curtis Stephan	  

Refrain:	A lleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
		A  lleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening;
you have the words of everlasting life.    Refrain

No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service 
to be done, but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in 
different people, it is the same God who is working in all of them. The particular 
way in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a good purpose.

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because 
all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit 
we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one 
Spirit was given to us all to drink.

SECOND Reading

1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13
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Gospel

John 20:19-23
In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his 
side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven:
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  Amen.

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
         for the praise and glory of his name,
         for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

Cel: The Lord be with you. All: And with your Spirit.
Cel: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Cel: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. All: It is right and just.

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	 				                    Curtis Stephan
Holy, Holy, Holy,  Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

Memorial Acclamation				                   Curtis Stephan
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Refrain:  We remember how you loved us to your
	     death, and still we celebrate, 
	     For you are with us here; And we believe that we will
	     see you when you come
	     In your glory, Lord. 
	     We remember, we celebrate, we believe.

Here a million wounded souls are yearning just to
touch you and be healed.
Gather all your people, and hold them in your heart. Refrain

Now we recreate your love, we bring the bread and
wine to share a meal.
Sign of grace and mercy, the presence of the Lord. Refrain

oFFERTORY Hymn:  We Remember		                          John Talbot                    
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Lamb of God 				                                     Curtis Stephan

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us, grant us peace.

Cel: 	 Behold the Lamb of God. 
	 Behold him who takes away the sins of the World.
	 Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All:	 Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
	 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion HYMN:   One Bread One Body                                   John Foley

Refrain: One bread, one body, one Lord of all,
		   one cup of blessing which we bless.
		   And we, though many, throughout the earth,
		   we are one body in this one Lord.
Gentile or Jew,
Servant or free,
Woman or man no more. Refrain

DIsMissal 

All:  Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.  

Recessional HYMN: Though the Mountains May Fall              
                                                                                                                                               Dan Schutte

Refrain:  Though the mountains may fall and the hills turn to dust,
	     yet the love of the Lord will stand as a shelter for all 
	     who will call on his name. Sing the praise and the glory of God.

Could the Lord ever leave you? Could the Lord forget his love?
Though a mother forsake her child, he will not abandon you. Refrain

Should you turn and forsake him, he will gently call your name.
Should you wander away from him, he will always take you back. Refrain

As was sworn to your fathers, when the flood destroyed the land;
He will never forsake you; he will swear to you again. Refrain
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The Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park 
is committ ed to the safe t y, 

wellbeing and dignit y of all children, 
young people and vulner able adults.

Prayer to Mary, Help of Christians by St. John Bosco

Most Holy Virgin Mary, Help of Christians,
how sweet it is to come to your feet

imploring your perpetual help.
If earthly mothers cease not to remember their children,
how can you, the most loving of all mothers, forget me?

Grant then to me, I implore you,
your perpetual help in all my necessities,

in every sorrow, and especially in all my temptations.
I ask for your unceasing help for all who are now suffering.

Help the weak, cure the sick, convert sinners.
Grant through your intercessions many vocations to the religious life.

Obtain for us, O Mary, Help of Christians,
that having invoked you on earth

we may love and eternally thank you in heaven.
Amen.

St. John Bosco (1815-1888)


