The Carmelite
Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park
in the care of the Carmelites since 1882

We acknowledge the Yalukit Willam Clan, the traditional owners and
custodians of this land. We pay our respects to them.
May we walk gently here.

5th Sunday of Lent

21 March 2021

Notes of the discussions at the Parish Advisory Group Meeting (11 March 2021).
1.
•
•
•
•
•
2.
•
•
•
3.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safeguarding Report:
The first quarterly report prepared by the Parish Safeguarding Committee was
tabled and discussed.
There is a need to place signage in the church grounds stating that all children
need to be supervised by adults whilst on church property.
Members of the Committee will speak at all Masses on the weekend of 14/15
March 2021.
The PAG passed on their thanks to the members of the Committee for their work
in preparing the report.
Members who are also Ministers were reminded of their need for compliance
with Archdiocesan regulations.
Holy Week and Easter Liturgies.
It was suggested that we ask people attending these ceremonies to bring/wear
a mask.
There are new regulations for some ceremonies in 2021 to comply with Covid
restrictions.
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be conferred on an individual at the Easter Vigil.
The future of the Middle Park Food Cupboard.
It was noted that the MP Food Support Centre had a strong social interaction
and connection element and not just a source of food for those clients and visitors
who attended.
It was decided to investigate the installation of an external food cupboard as at
Port Melbourne.
Local schools could be invited to collect canned/packaged items of food as a
supply source.
We may need a roster to check supplies and to keep the cupboard stocked.
CoPP provide Community Grants to support these initiatives so we could
investigate applying for a grant.
Ready-made cupboards from Bunnings may be an alternative to having a
cupboard made.
Both our Churches are fitted with a hearing induction loop. Please use the ‘T’ or other
appropriate switch on your hearing aid. Please tell us if you experience any difficulty.

our parish

This Week

Churches
St Joseph’s
cnr Rouse & Stokes Streets
Port Melbourne

Monday 22 March
9.00am Mass of Anointing and Reconciliation, St Joseph’s
6.00pm Mass of Anointing and Reconciliation, Mt Carmel

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
cnr Richardson & Wright Streets
Middle Park
Sunday Masses
6.00pm (Sat) Mount Carmel
9.00am Saint Joseph’s
10.30am Mount Carmel
Reconciliation
after 9.00am Mass Saturday
Carmelite Parish Office
274 Rouse Street
Port Melbourne Vic 3207
Telephone 03 9681 9600
Facsimile  03 9681 9608
After Hours Emergency
0408 754 283
Email  parish@sj-mc.org.au
Parish Website www.sj-mc.org.au
Carmelite Website
www.carmelites.org.au
Office Hours 9am-4pm
(non COVID times)
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

(CLOSED TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS)
Parish Priest
Fr Hugh Brown OCarm
Parish Secretary
Anne Ierardo
Pastoral Life Co-ordinator
Michael Murray
Finance Officer
Shane Harrison
Facilities Manager
Ken Chaffer
Safeguarding Officer
Frances Correa

Galilee Regional Catholic
Primary School
Bank Street
South Melbourne Vic 3205
Telephone   03 9699 2928

Tuesday 23 March - Office Closed
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel
Wednesday 24 March
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s followed by
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
7.00pm Sacrament of First Reconciliation, Mt Carmel
Thursday 25 March
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel
9.30am Stations of the Cross, Mt Carmel
Friday 26 March
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s, followed by Exposition
Saturday 27 March
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel
6.00pm Vigil Mass, Mt Carmel
Sunday 28 March:
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s
10.30am Mass, Mt Carmel

we remember

Those who are sick or ill and in need of prayer: Theody
Advincula, Thecla Broderick, Paul Caghi - Cao, Kelly
Edwards, Judy Fairhall, Frances Farrugia, Lyn Faul,
Rose Fennell, Gary Finn, Maurice Fitzpatrick, Gerard
Friary, Patrick Harrington, Ivy Hermence, Ernie Knight,
Marino Mihocic, Felicity Morgan, Marie O’Connor,
Sylvia Poliakova, Rafal Rafalski, Michael Ristevski,
Lucie Carmen Rodriguez, Dennis Rohan, Lorraine
Rohan, Keith Ryder,  Teresa Sheehan, Jane Spiteri,
Helen Stanley,   Jim Sullivan, Maureen Toohey, Troy
Vincent, Julie Wain, Sr Barbara Walsh RSG, Jonathon
Wil, Vivienne Williams,  Tami Yap.
Those whose have died recently: Patrick Harrington, and
all those affected by COVID_ 19 throughout the world.
Those whose anniversaries of death occur about
this time: Irene Gorosito, Anne Rzesniowiecki, and
Carmelite,   David De Loughrey, Alphonsus Kindelan,
Aloysius Farnsworth and Joseph Butler.

in our parish
4.
•
•
5.
•
•

•

•

6.

Working Bee to tidy up the grounds around
OLMC Church before Easter.
A working bee will be held at OLMC on
Saturday 27 March 2021 at 10.00am.
A new rubbish bin is needed at OLMC to
replace one that is cracked.
Video Interview with Sr Joan Chittister.
Viewing this video raised many points of
interest amongst the members.
Questions such as ways to bring parishioners
together socially /  for Masses, finding a way
to increase the number of email addresses for
the weekly email so that it reaches more
parishioners were discussed.
We will organise a Parish social get together
to celebrate the Feast of OLMC on Friday 16
July 2021 in SJ Hall. Numbers able to
attend, however, may be limited according
to Covid restrictions.
A Memorial Mass to remember and give
thanks for all parishioners who passed away
in 2020 will be arranged for a Saturday 6.00pm
Mass in May 2021.
2021 Dates for future PAG meetings were
tabled.

Holy Week and Easter Ceremonies 2021

We are inviting as many  parishioners as possible to
take part in the Holy Week and Easter ceremonies
this year in our Parish. Each ceremony has its own
wonderful symbolism, re-enactment, scripture
accounts with the week culminating in the beautiful
Easter Vigil liturgy of Saturday night and Easter
Sunday morning Masses. The ceremonies are made
so much more meaningful when our parishioners
from both churches are actively involved. The
celebration of Easter brings us together each year
as one Parish family. If you would like to participate
this year please contact the Parish Office. We can
always find a place for you.

ministers
Sunday 28 March
Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord

6.00pm Mount Carmel
Commentator: Mary Chow
Readers:   Des Collins,
Bro Agedo and Pat Mount
Eucharistic Ministers: Kelly
McEnhill
Communion to the Sick: N/A

9.00am St Joseph’s
Readers:   William Kininmonth,
Ron Cassano, Brian Harrison
Eucharistic Ministers:
Counters:   Frances Moore &
Lily Li
Childrens’ Liturgy: N/A

10.30am Mount Carmel
Commentator:   Angela Cox
Reader: Nina Batsakis, Sally
Diserio and Peter Thomas
Eucharistic Ministers: Angela
Cox
Communion to the Sick: N/A
Childrens’ Liturgy: N/A
Hospitality: Denis Churkovich

thank you
for your generosity last Sunday
St Joseph’s
Carmelite and
Parish Offering
$506.00
Our Lady of Mt Carmel
Carmelite and
Parish Offering
$1,783.00
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in our parish
Our new outdoor Emergency Food Cupboard at the Parish Office

We have set up a new cupboard on the outside wall of the Parish
Office at 274 Rouse Street, Port Melbourne. It is accessible 24 hours
and 7 days a week however the demand for food is increasing. Sadly,
we have now used up all the food we put into storage when the
lockdown occurred last year and so we are dependent on your help
to keep it stocked and we are desperately short of items such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Packets of rice;
Packets of pasta and sauces;
Packets of 25 tea bags;
50 gram jars of coffee;
Meals in ring top cans;
Ring top cans of fish;
Ring top cans of soups;
Toothpaste, bathroom soaps, tooth brushes;
Non-perishable “treats” in secure packaging.

There are take-home shopping lists as “memory joggers” for you to
collect at the back of both churches. Thank you all so much for your contributions.

Easter Working Bee at OLMC Church

We are planning to clean up the grounds around OLMC Church for Easter on Saturday 27
March 2021 starting at 10.00am. If you can give some time to help out please bring gardening
gloves, a hat, sunscreen and gardening tools. Tea/coffee and cake will all be provided.

Preliminary Notice: “Parish Social Get Together on 16 July 2021”.

The Parish Advisory Group are planning a parish social night on Friday 16 July 2021 to
celebrate the Feast of Our Lady Of Mount Carmel. We missed out on our usual Christmas
social night last year so we are keen to arrange a social night out for every- one in St
Joseph’s Hall. Please put this date in your diary today and keep it free to come along!!!
Numbers may need to be limited (as at March 2021). Further details will be announced
in the newsletter in the coming weeks.

March 2021 Parish Men’s Dinner

Wednesday 24 March 2021,
6:45 pm, O’Connor-Pilkington Rooms,
Mt Carmel
Speaker: Rod O’Loan “ A career of many parts”
RSVP: John Molloy - 9699 2031
Cost: $35
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Thanksgiving Envelopes

The next series of Thanksgiving Envelopes
is available for collection in the
foyer of the church. If you are
able to deliver envelopes to
people you know, that will help
defray the cost of posting out those that
are not collected.  

in our parish - The Carmelite Centre
What’s On at the Carmelite Centre
Tuesdays: Centering Prayer, 5.00pm (Via Zoom)
Thursdays: Meditation, 7.00pm
Fridays: Lectio Divina, 9.30am (Via Zoom)

The Legend of Saint Simon Stock and Scapular Devotion
with Paul Chandler OCarm,
10.30am - 12.00 pm midday (Via Zoom)
In April, Paul Chandler will explore the topic The Legend of Saint Simon Stock and
Scapular Devotion.
For most people their first and perhaps only contact with the
Carmelite Order is the Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, which remains to be a very popular Catholic devotion.
Sadly, much of what is written about the scapular and Simon
Stock,on the internet and elsewhere, is misleading or just plain
wrong. Paul will lead us in exploring the true history of the
Scapular, its purpose, and meaning for today.
Paul Chandler is an Australian Carmelite who studied theology in Rome and medieval
spirituality in Toronto. He taught church history for 20 years in Melbourne and since
2010 has been spiritual director at Holy Spirit Seminary in Brisbane.
All are welcome to join. Please book through the Carmelite Centre so you can be
sent the zoom link and any pre-reading material, and pay through bank transfer. Cost
$10.00 Thank you.
On the first Wednesday morning of each month we explore a topic related to the rich
tradition of Carmelite Spirituality.
Coming Carmelite Conversations:
5 May – John Day on Fratelli Tutti: A Challenge for our Christian Life
2 June – Dr Michelle Jones on The Spirituality of St John of the Cross and
           Contemporary Ecological Concerns
The Carmelite Centre is a joint venture of the Carmelites of Australia and East Timor and our Parish of Port Melbourne/Middle Park.

Address: 214 Richardson Street, Middle Park Vic 3206 (Mel Ref 2K C10)
T: (03) 9690 5430 Website: www.thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org

Carmelite Centre Program Bookings

T: 9690 5430 (leave message if unattended) or registration@thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org
via website: www.thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org
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Project Compassion
Halima’s Story
Halima is raising two children under seven in a refugee
camp in Bangladesh, while caring for her mother who has
a disability. Widowed at just 21, Halima fled violence in
Myanmar’s Rakhine State in 2017, arriving at the camp with
nothing.
Caritas Australia, through its partner, Caritas Bangladesh,
helped Halima out with a shelter and cooking equipment so
that she could feed her family. She participated in hygiene
and sanitation training and took on the role of community
trainer herself, organising the cleaning of washrooms, wells
and toilets.
Halima’s training became all the more invaluable as the COVID-19 pandemic struck - when
safe hygiene and preventative measures suddenly became lifesaving.
Halima is proud that she is able to earn a small income, while maintaining the health of her
family and the cleanliness of the camp community. Her children are adapting to life in the
camp and are now at school.
Halima aspired to ‘Be More’ for her family and for the community around her.
“My hope is that our children will be able to do a job, to live with pleasure, they will find
their happiness - that will bring wellbeing for them,” Halima says

Your donation will support programs around the world that
provide vulnerable people with the skills and opportunities
they need. Project Compassion money boxes and envelopes are
available for collection from the Church foyer.
The money boxes are an excellent way to introduce your children
to Project Compassion.
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Lenten prayer
God Speaks To Us
In winter
and springtime
In summer
and harvest
GOD SPEAKS TO US
In struggle
and suffering
In death
and resurrection
GOD SPEAKS TO US
In word
and action
In prayer
and promise
GOD SPEAKS TO US
Holy God
GIVE ME A HAPPY HEART
Wise God
GIVE ME A SEEKING MIND
Strong God
GIVE ME GENTLE HANDS
Pilgrim God
GIVE ME COURAGE AND JOY

Eggs and Ashes
Compilation ©2004 Ruth Burgess and Chris Polhill
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Port Melbourne/Middle Park Parish

Lent and Easter Timetable 2021
Parish Mass of Anointing and Reconciliation
Monday 22 March, 9.00am:
Monday 22 March, 6.00pm:

St Joseph’s
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Palm/Passion Sunday 27/28 March
6:00pm:
9:00am:
10:30am:

Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Mass at St Joseph’s
Mass at Mount Carmel

Holy Thursday 1 April
9:00am:
7:00pm:

Morning Prayer – Both Churches
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at St Joseph’s

Good Friday 2 April

9.00am:
Morning Prayer – Both Churches
3:00pm:
Solemn Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion –
							Both Churches

Holy Saturday 3 April
9.00am:
7:00pm:

Morning Prayer – Both Churches
Easter Vigil at Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Easter Sunday 4 April
9:00am:
10:30am:
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Easter Mass at St Joseph’s
Easter Mass at Mount Carmel

Reflection on tHIS wEEK’S readings
If ever you get the chance to travel to Turkey make sure you go to the Roman ruins at Ephesus.
The trip is instructive for all sorts of reasons, not least because two thousand years ago Ephesus
was a seaport and now you have to drive inland for over an hour to get there. I wonder what
our cities will look like in another two thousand years? But Ephesus is worth the trip. The Roman
ruins there, especially the library, are extraordinary. For Christians, however, three other places
there capture the imagination. It’s the place to which the great letter in the New Testament was
addressed. There are the ruins of the hall in which the important Council of Ephesus met, and
there are ruins of a monastery built over what is claimed to be the final home of St John, the
Beloved Disciple. There is also the much more dubious claim that Mary’s final house, and the
site of her Assumption, is on top of the mountain overlooking the ancient city.
There are good reasons to believe that the Gospel of John, from which we have just read,
was written in Ephesus, 70 years after Jesus’ death. I like to think about the context in
which the Scriptures were written, not just because it helps me understand some things
in the text, but also to appreciate that our Scriptures were inspired by the experience
of a flesh and blood community.
Ephesus was a centre of learning, trade, government and religion in the ancient world.
We also know that the early Christians were greatly persecuted and martyred there. The
early church was filled with stories of betrayal, torture, death and heroic witness to the
faith. The stakes for believing in Jesus were very high. And it was the heroic witness of
these martyrs that eventually led to the conversion of the Roman Empire to Christianity.
It should come as no surprise to us then that John's Gospel should have a special focus
on sharing in the sufferings of Jesus and the glory to come.
The words of Jesus in today’s Gospel must have been very important to a community
that was awash with the blood of their fellow believers. Our foremothers and forefathers
in the faith counted themselves blessed to die as Jesus died, alive in the faith of God's
love for the world. Just imagine how that community of martyrs first heard these words,
‘Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat;
but if it dies, it produces much fruit.’
By comparison we have it easy today, but martyrdom comes to all believers in different
ways. In the broadest sense a martyr is one who is prepared to pay the price for holding
true to Christ. For us now this might mean making serious choices about the company we
keep, the business ventures we enter into, the non-violent protests we mount, foregoing
luxuries so that others in our world might have necessities, and even remaining faithful
to the vows and promises we have made. Christian faith sometimes bites hard, and when
it does we know we are sharing in the martyr’s lot.
And what should be our response when our faith in Christ costs us something big? Jesus
models it for us in today’s Gospel, ‘…what should I say? “Father, save me from this hour.”
No, it was for this purpose that I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’
May this final week of Lent, then, see this flesh and blood community be like our forebears
in Ephesus and actively seek out ways of sharing in the martyr’s lot by letting go of what
is not essential and focusing on the One who loved us to the end. © Richard Leonard SJ
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Our Liturgy
Processional Hymn

God Is Love

Penitential Rite
Celebrant:

We have been called by God to be the Church,
the Body of Christ in this world.
We are not a building,
but a people,
gathered and grounded in the Word of God,
the love of Christ,
and the unity of the Holy Spirit.

Celebrant:
All:		

We were dead once,
but now we are alive in Christ.

Celebrant:
All: 		

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies:
it remains only a single grain.

Celebrant:
All: 		

But if it dies:
it yields a rich harvest.
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Celebrant:
All: 		

Eternal God, you fill us with your spirit,
and we yield the harvest of love.

Celebrant:
All: 		

Out of darkness, dust and ash,
you, Lord, raise a people filled with Life.

Celebrant:
All:		

Holy Spirit come!
Give us the fullness of life in your presence for ever!

First Reading

Jeremiah 31:31-34
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I will make a new covenant
with the House of Israel and the House of Judah, but not a covenant like the one I
made with their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so I had to show them who was
master. It is the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make with the House
of Israel when those days arrive – it is the Lord who speaks. Deep within them I will
plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my
people. There will be no further need for neighbour to try to teach neighbour, or
brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know the Lord!’ No, they will all know me, the least
no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity
and never call their sin to mind.

Responsorial psalm:

Psalm 51:

Create In Me

Have mercy on me, O God. In the greatness of your love,
Cleanse me from my sin. Wash me.     Refrain
Stay close to me, O God. In your presence keep me safe.
Fill me with your spirit.  Renew me.    Refrain
Your salvation is joy to me.  In your wisdom show the way.
Lead me back to you.  Teach me.          Refrain
Text: Psalm 51: 3-4, 12-13, 14-15. Para. By David Haas. B.1957
Tune:David Haas, b, 1957. © 1987 GIA Publications.
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Second Reading

Hebrews 5:7-9
During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the
one who had the power to save him out of death, and he submitted so humbly that his prayer
was heard. Although he was Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but having been made
perfect, he became for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation.

gospel Acclamation

gospel

John 12:20-33
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. These approached
Philip, who came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to
see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus
replied to them:
‘Now the hour has come
for the Son of Man to be glorified.
I tell you most solemnly,
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground and dies,
it remains only a single grain;
but if it dies,
it yields a rich harvest.
Anyone who loves his life loses it;
anyone who hates his life in this world
will keep it for the eternal life.
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If a man serves me, he must follow me,
wherever I am, my servant will be there too.
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour him.
Now my soul is troubled.
What shall I say:
Father, save me from this hour?
But it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour.
Father, glorify your name!’
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’
People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was
an angel speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this voice came,
but for yours.
‘Now sentence is being passed on this world;
now the prince of this world is to be overthrown.
And when I am lifted up from the earth,
I shall draw all men to myself.’
By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.  Amen.
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Cel: The Lord be with you. All: And with your Spirit.
Cel: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Cel: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. All: It is right and just.
The Celebrant prays the preface at the end of which all sing:

HOLY, HOLY

The Mystery of Faith

Cel:

Behold the Lamb of God. Behold him who takes away the sins of the World.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All:

Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
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Lamb of God

Communion Hymn

Deep Within
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Recessional Hymn

Blest Be The Lord

The Catholic Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park
is committed to providing a safe and nurturing culture
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for all children and young people in our Parish.

