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Both our Churches are fitted with a hearing induction loop. Please use the ‘T’ or other 
appropriate switch on your hearing aid. Please tell us if you experience any difficulty.

We acknowledge the Yaluk-ut Weelam Clan, the traditional 
owners and custodians of this land. We pay our respects to them.  

May we walk gently here.

The Carmelite
Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park

in the care of the Carmelites since 1882

Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A - 21 DECember 2025

Continued on pg 4

Dear sisters and brothers,

We come to the 4th and final Sunday of Advent in preparation for the wondrous feast of 
Christmas in the starkly contrasting context of the horror of last Sunday evening’s massacre 
on Bondi beach in Sydney as Jewish people were celebrating their feast of Hanukkah.  
We have been profoundly shocked, shaken, saddened and scarred by this event.

That such an antisemitic attack took place on this feast – a festival of light – compounds 
the pathos and ignominy that it bespeaks.  Hanukkah is an eight-day celebration observed 
by Jewish people around the world, and its message is one of resilience and positivity – of 
light triumphing over darkness. 

Some research into ‘Hanukkah’ explains that this feast dates back to the 2nd century BC …

At the time, Jewish people lived under a Syrian Greek empire on lands encompassing 
modern-day Israel, and the rulers prevented them from practising their religion.  After 
years of oppression, a small army of Jewish people defied the odds and defeated the 
larger Syrian Greek forces, expelling them from Jerusalem.  These rebels, known as the 
Maccabees, reclaimed the city’s Holy Temple where they wished to light the Menorah, 
the candelabrum symbolic of the Jewish faith.

To their disappointment, they found there was only enough pure oil left to light the candle 
for one night because most of the suitable holy oil had been destroyed and it would take 
another week to prepare more.  So the rebels lit the candle, expecting it to burn for a day. 
But to their surprise, the candle stayed lit for eight days straight.

Hanukkah, the 8-day holiday commemorating this event, was then established and has 
since become a longstanding Jewish tradition.  The holiday’s message of “light over 
darkness” is directly inspired by the miraculous burning of the candle, symbolising the 
triumph of God’s light and love over the forces of darkness and evil.

Our parish is fortunate to possess a Menorah.  In memory of those innocent people who 
lost their lives in last Sunday evening’s massacre and in solidarity with all Jewish people 
who are suffering deeply because of it, we will place the Menorah on the altar during 
Masses this weekend.  We will light just 1 candle in this Menorah to recall that last Sunday’s 
horrific event occurred on the first of the eight-day festival of light.  In our Masses, we will 
pray for all the victims, both living and deceased, of last Sunday’s massacre.  We will also
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our parish this week

we remember

Churches
	 St Joseph’s 
	 cnr Rouse & Stokes Streets 
	 Port Melbourne

	 Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
	 cnr Richardson & Wright Streets 
	 Middle Park

Sunday Masses 
	 5.00pm (Sat) Mount Carmel
	 9.00am Saint Joseph’s
	 10.30am Mount Carmel
Reconciliation
	 after 9.00am Mass Saturday

Carmelite Parish Office
	 274 Rouse Street
	 Port Melbourne Vic 3207

	 Telephone  03 9681 9600

	 After Hours Phone Number	
	 0419 136 030 

	 Email  parish@sj-mc.org.au

	 Parish Website  www.sj-mc.org.au

	 Carmelite Website
	 www.carmelites.org.au

Office Hours: 
Tuesday - 9am - 4pm 
Wednesday - 9am-4pm
Friday - 9am-12pm 
(CLOSED  MONDAYS & THURSDAYS)
Parish Priest
	 Fr Paul Cahill, O.Carm
Parish Secretary
	 Cathy Garbellini
Pastoral Associate  
    Kelly McEnhill
Business Finance Manager	
	 Mark Zanon
Sacramental Co-Ordinators 
   Baptism - Br Daryl Moresco, O.Carm
	 First Reconciliation -  Sally Diserio
	 First Eucharist - Aimee Nguyen
	 Confirmation - Sally Diserio 
Safeguarding Officer
	 Frances Correa
Maintenance Manager
	 Dave Fletcher
Galilee Regional Catholic 
	 Primary School
	 Bank Street, South Melbourne 3205
	 Telephone   03 9699 2928

Monday 22 December - No Mass

Tuesday 23 December 
9.00am	 Mass, Mt Carmel

Wednesday 24 December - Christmas Eve 
9.00am	 No Morning Mass
5.00pm   Family Mass includes Carols & Nativity Pageant
7.00pm   Vigil Mass, St Joseph’s

Thursday 25 December - Christmas Day 
9.00am	 Mass,  St Joseph’s 
10:30am Mass, Mt Carmel

Friday	 26 December 
9.00am	 No Morning Mass 

Saturday 27 December 
9.00am	 No Morning Mass
5.00pm	 Vigil Mass, Mt Carmel 

Sunday   	28 December 
9.00am	 Mass, St Joseph’s 
10.30am	 Mass, Mt Carmel 

Those who are sick or ill and in need of prayer:  James 
Arnold, Geraldo Bacelar, Enrifue Benitez, Kitty Brady, Peter 
Brokenshere, Vaughan Carlin, Dianne Chapman, Brendan 
Coburn, Angela Cochill, Jairo Cruz, Anthony Dickason, 
Maureen Dickason, Maria Do Ceu, Fr Des Fitzgerald CSSR, 
Fr Maurice Barry, Kathie Fennell, Lindsay Flint, Pauline 
Flint, Jill Foster, Cinthia Furcanetto, Justine Grahame, Badih 
Hachem, Lisa Healy, Mary Hamilton, Robert Hamilton, Sylvie 
Lagane, Tony Lagane, Mr Loh, Mrs Loh, Gerald Lopes, Hazel 
McKay, Angela Mercuri, Lisa Morrison, Martine Morrison, 
Maria loc Nguyen, Ingrid Ohleiter, Maria Ohleiter, Pina 
Orientale, Domingo Pasmor, Mr. Passareti, Julieta Pereira, 
Paul Quattroccelli, Rafal Rafalski, Tony Robinson, Michael 
Rudov, Maria Sekeme, Ailbe Sheehy, Sash Emmanuelle 
Somerset-Beauverie, Maria Speziale, Jim Sullivan, Rachel 
Szeto, Yvon Thanet, Kyler Tolongs, Bill Toohey, Bridget Toohey 
& Henry Verhoeven.  
Those who have died recently: Sean Kenan, Catherine Myles 
McCaffrey, Gabrielle McCorkell, Frank Mitchell & John (Jack) 
Clifford Nicholls.  
Those whose anniversaries occur about this time:  Carmel 
Leonard, Dr Jim McCarthy, Nell Myers, Bill Pearson, Olive 
Toohey & Carmelite Andrew McNab.  

In Our Parish

thank you

Ministries
27-28 December  2025 

The Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph Year A

5.00pm Mount Carmel (Vigil)
Commentator:  Kelly McEnhill 
Reader: Abramo Ierardo 
Offertory:  Rosie Joyce  
Communion:  Rosie Joyce   
Music: Janine Brody 
Sacristan: Abramo Ierardo  

9.00am St Joseph’s
Commentator:  Marita Molloy
Reader: Will Kininmonth 
Offertory:  Frances Correa
Communion: Elaine Chaffer  
Counters: Frances Moore & Mary Li
Music: Margaret Smith 
Hospitality: No Hospitality 
Sacristan:  Rob Winduss 

10.30am Mount Carmel
Commentator: Mary Brady 
Reader: Ken Becker 
Offertory: Kathleen Kiernan 
Communion: Kathleen Kiernan
Music: Kelly McEnhill
Hospitality:  No Hospitality 
Sacristan:  Kelly McEnhill
	
Communion to the Sick: 
Marlene Carlin  28 Dec 2025 - 
	                 3 Jan 2026 

for your generosity last weekend
Parish Stewardship Offerings 

Envelopes	 $     445.00 
Credit Card	 $     560.00
Direct Credit	 $     443.90
Loose Plate 	 $  1,256.90
Tap & Go	 $     635.00
Total		  $ 3,340.80

Parish QR code 
Enter the amount, your name, email 
address & optionally any comment.

Electronic Funds Transfer 
BSB:  083-347 
Account No: 58 216 8515
Name: Port Melb / Middle Park Parish

Parish Website:  www.sj-mc.org.au 
using DONATE button on Homepage.

Donations 

Parish Christmas Card Distribution 

Thankyou to everyone who has distributed their 
bundle of Parish Christmas cards.  

If you have some to be delivered, can you please 
distibute them at the earliest.   

Christmas Family Mass - Nativity Pageant 

The Family Christmas Mass is at 5:00pm on Wednesday, 
24 December.  

Any children or young adults who would like to 
participate in the Nativity Pageant or another role at 
the Family Mass are welcome to contact the Nativity 
Pageant Co-ordinator, Bernadette Hickey, on 0418 
353 668

There will be a practice on Sunday 21 December 2025 
at 3:00 pm at Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Middle Park. 
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pray that, as a nation, we will be resolute in our endeavours to eradicate any semblance 
of antisemitism from our community. 

During this week when the front entrance of the Church is not in use, we will display the 
Menorah, with its one lit candle, in the front entrance so it can be seen by passers-by 
through the glass doors. We do this as a sign of our solidarity and support for our Jewish 
brothers and sisters in their grief and sorrow.

……………………………………………………………

Vale Jack Nicholls
Jack, his wife, Phil, and their family were stalwarts of Port Melbourne parish throughout the 
50s, 60s, 70,s and 80s before Port Melbourne and Middle Park parishes were amalgamated.  
Jack ran a Parish Bank throughout these years, offering parishioners the opportunity to 
support the parish whilst also gaining interest on their investments.  Among other things, 
the profits from the bank enabled the parish to build a new school in Stokes St (which was 
subsequently sold and redeveloped when the parish school merged into Galilee Regional 
Catholic Primary School).  Phil ran a comprehensive sports program in the parish school 
voluntarily for many years. She predeceased Jack many years ago.  Their children were 
also heavily involved in parish life.

Jack died, aged 100 years, on Tuesday 9 December and his Requiem Mass was celebrated 
in St Joseph’s Church last Friday, 19 December.  We remember Jack and his family in our 
prayers.  May he rest in peace.

Archdiocesan Synod 2026
Archbishop Comensoli has recently announced that an Archdiocesan Synod will held in 
Melbourne in 2026.  Whilst exact dates haven’t yet been finalised, the Archbishop has 
appointed Auxiliary Bishop Rene Ramirez to lead the process of drawing up details.  We 
can expect to hear more of the details as 2026 unfolds.

A Synod is an official Church event in which all the baptised are invited to participate 
in a variety of ways which we will hear more about next year.  This particular Synod in 
Melbourne next year will take up the themes of:
•	 Young Discipleship
•	 Missionary Leadership
•	 Formation and Participation

The Synod is another expression of our call to be a Synodal Church, in which we all “walk 
together” – Bishops, Priests, Religious and Laity – listening to one another, but particularly 
the “Voice of the Holy Spirit”, as we all exercise our baptismal calling to participate fully 
in the life and mission of the Church.

Blessings for the coming week.

Carmelite Reflection

David Hofman, O.Carm. Celebrating at Home, Carmelite Communications, Melbourne

The Promise Fulfilled ?  
The great Christmas feast is almost here. As always in Advent, what is promised in 
the first reading is brought to fulfilment in the Gospel reading. We began Advent 
with the cry, ‘Come, Lord Jesus’. We will end it with the joyful shout, ‘God is with us!’

Our Advent journey has called us to:

stay awake to the coming of God, 

prepare ourselves to receive the Lord, 

rejoice that he is not afraid to make his home with us, and to

receive him with faith and love. 

At Christmas we will hear the call to give birth to him in word and action so that 
the saving power of God may be seen and experienced through our every thought, 
word and action.

The promise of the first reading from Isaiah that, “The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with 
us’,” is fulfilled in the Gospel which tells how Joseph received both Mary and Jesus 
into his home. 

Following Joseph’s example, we joyfully welcome Jesus, and Mary, into our hearts. 

The great gift of Jesus to the world cannot be confined only to one moment in 
history. Through us, the Body of Christ, the Gift is given again and again; born 
into every moment of human history. The presents we exchange at Christmas are 
meant to be symbols of our readiness to give and receive Christ, the eternal gift 
of God’s love.

As, year by year, we travel the liturgical journey of the Church’s feasts and seasons 
we touch ever more deeply the living presence of Christ in us that we may become 
ever more deeply the living presence of Christ in the world.
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$   5      1 recorder for music lessons at a primary school

$   8      1 box of pencils or pens for a primary school

$ 10     1 box of maths triangle rulers for a primary school

$ 14     1 harmonica for music lessons at a primary school

$ 20     1 pair of new shoes for a boarding house student

$ 20     1 reem of A4 paper for the teachers at a primary school

$ 40     1 soccer ball for a primary school

$ 40     1 small drum for music lessons at a primary school

$ 40     1 balance kit for maths measurement activities at a primary school

$ 40     1 month of nutritious meals for 1 boarding house student

$ 60     1 month subsidy payment for a volunteer teacher

$ 60     12 months of school fees for a boarding house student in Year 7

$ 70     1 month living costs covered for a scholarship student at university

$ 100  5 new dictionaries for a high school classroom

$ 150  1 class set of clocks for maths classes at a primary school

Thankyou for supporting our Community in Timor-Leste.  

The Giving Tree - 

The ‘Giving Tree’  is in the churches this weekend.  

Please collect your envelope, fill in the Christmas Card and 
place it on the tree.

Please leave the donation in the envelope provided, in the 
basket under the tree. Money will be collected after each 
Mass.    

Alternatively, you can donate online using the DONATE 
button on the HOME PAGE of the Parish website (https://
sj-mc.org.au).  The DONATE button is located under the 
Parish Newsletter.  Select GIVING TREE for the donation and 
complete your details.  

Your money will be sent directly to the Carmelites in Timor-
Leste who will purchase the gifts on your behalf.

Below is a list of the gifts and their purchase price.

Christmas in TimoR-Leste

 Refrain: Gather your people, O Lord.
		   Gather your people, O Lord.
		   One bread, one body, one spirit of love.
		   Gather your people, O Lord.
 
No more harm on the mountain of God;
swords into plowshares.
Free us, O Lord, from hardness of heart. Refrain
 
Wash us, Lord, in the waters of life;
waters of mercy,
waters of hope that flow from your side. Refrain

 

Isaiah 7:10-14
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself 
coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.’ ‘No’, Ahaz 
answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’

Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:
are you not satisfied with trying the patience of people
without trying the patience of my God, too?
The Lord himself, therefore,
will give you a sign.
It is this: the maiden is with child
and will soon give birth to a son
whom she will call Immanuel,
a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’

our Liturgy

Processional Hymn: Gather Your People 		  Boib Hurd 

Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle

First Reading

Note: For the Live Music at 10:30am, there is a  separate pew sheet. 
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 responsorial psalm 

Psalm 24: Let the Lord Enter, He is King of Glory

Response: Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.
 
The LORD’s are the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it.
For he founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.  Response
 
Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD?
or who may stand in his holy place?
One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
who desires not what is vain.  Response
 
He shall receive a blessing from the LORD,
a reward from God his savior.
Such is the race that seeks for him,
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.  Response

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an apostle, and 
specially chosen to preach the Good News that God promised long ago through 
his prophets in the scriptures. 

This news is about the Son of God, who, according to the human nature he 
took, was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the 
order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son 
of God in all his power through his resurrection from the dead. Through him 
we received grace and our apostolic mission to preach the obedience of faith 
to all pagan nations in honour of his name. You are one of these nations, and 
by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s beloved in 
Rome, called to be saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send 
grace and peace.

Gospel Acclamation					       

Alleluia

SECOND Reading

Romans 1:1-7

Gospel

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour and 
wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made 
up his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth 
to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save 
his people from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,

Matthew 1:18-24

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  Amen.

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When 
Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord 
had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.
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 oFFERTORY:  Hail Mary, Gentle Woman  		  Carey Landry 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women
and blest is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now
and at the hour of death. Amen.

Refrain:  Gentle woman, quiet light,
		     morning star, so strong and bright,
		    gentle Mother, peaceful dove,
		    teach us wisdom; teach us love.

You were chosen by the Father;
you were chosen for the Son.
You were chosen from all women
and for woman, shining one. Refrain

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
         for the praise and glory of his name,
         for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

Cel: The Lord be with you. All: And with your Spirit.
Cel: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Cel: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. All: It is right and just.

Memorial Acclamation					  
Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY						    
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. (x2) 
Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. (x4) 

Lamb of God 						    

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Cel: 	 Behold the Lamb of God. 
	 Behold him who takes away the sins of the World.
	 Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All:	 Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
	 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion HYMN:    The Lord Is My Shepherd	        
						            Paul Gurr/ Brian Boniwell

 Refrain:  	 The Lord is my shepherd, and I want to follow, 
		  wherever he leads me, wherever he goes.
 

Over the mountains, the waters and byways, 
valleys and highways he’s waiting for me.
I want to go to meet him there, to lay myself down in his love. Refrain
 

And while on the journey to where we are going, 
he promised to be there to help us along.
And over the mountains we’ll walk on together, 
to know all the wonders he’s given to me.
I want to go to meet him there, to lay myself down in his love. Refrain

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
 
O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the law,
In cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

 Recessional HYMN: O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Lyrics reproduced with permission One License no. A 642773
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The Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park 
is committ ed to the safe t y, 

wellbeing and dignit y of all children, 
young people and vulner able adults.

The Parish Office will:  CLOSE on Wednesday 24 December 2025, 12.00pm 
                                         REOPEN on Tuesday 20 January 2026, 9.00am.

For emergencies, please call Father Paul Cahill on 0419 136 030

Parish Email:      parish@sj-mc.org.au 
Parish website:  www.sj-mc.org.au

There will be NO morning masses on: 
•	 Wednesday, 24 December 2025
•	 Friday, 26 December 2025
•	 Saturday 27 December 2025

Port Melbourne/Middle Park Parish

Christmas & New Year Mass Times


