Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park
in the care of the Carmelites since 1882

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD YEAR A - 17 MAY 2026
Dear sisters and brothers,

Traditional images associated with Jesus’ Ascension to heaven, which we celebrate
today, are taken from St Luke’s Gospel — and its sequel, The Acts of the Apostles (today’s
1st Reading). They do not appear in any of the other Gospels. This strongly suggests
that St Luke’s account of the manner of the transition of Jesus from earthly presence to
eternal heavenly presence with the Father is not to be taken literally. It would seem, in
the way that he describes this transition of Jesus, that St Luke is completing his depiction
of Jesus as the”new Elijah” - the persecuted prophet who, in the biblical story, was taken
up to heaven in a fiery chariot. In portraying this transition of Jesus in such colourful
and spectacular imagery, St Luke is dramatically announcing to the early Christian
community that the era of Jesus’ physical presence among us has passed to the new
era of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is the one through whom God is now present “with us and in us” The
Holy Spirit, living in us, now empowers us to do what Jesus commands his disciples
to do as he takes leave of them without any flamboyant show in St Matthew’s Gospel,
which we read today: Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the
commandments | gave to you. In a different way from St Luke, St Matthew conveys the
same message that the Holy Spirit is with them as they now carry on Christ’s mission in
the world: know that | am with you always; yes, to the end of time.’

We can also take heart from St Matthew recounting that when the disciples met Jesus
after his resurrection, they fell down before him, though some hesitated. Even though
some weren't sure of their faith in the risen Jesus, Jesus included and embraced them,
too, in the community which he now commissioned to carry on his mission. There is
room in the Christian community for those who are both more and less sure in their
faith — and | suspect most of us move up and down on this spectrum of faith in the
course of our lives. In times when we are less sure and more doubtful, Jesus does not
abandon us and the Holy Spirit still lives and moves within us and we can still play our
role in carrying on the mission of Christ to the world and bringing his message of peace
to it. We don’t have to be perfect for God to love us, live in us and work through us.
We just keep on trying to do the best we can, rejoice that the Holy Spirit still “lives and
moves and exists” (Acts of the Apostles) in us, give thanks for this gift and express our
appreciation as best we can by the way we live.

Continued on pg 4
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Monday 18 May - No Mass

Tuesday 19 May
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel

Wednesday 20 May
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s

Thursday 21 May
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel
7:00pm Rosary, Mt Carmel for Brendan Coburn

Friday 22 May
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s
10:30am Funeral Mass, Mt Carmel for Brendan Coburn

Saturday 23 May
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel,
5.00pm Vigil Mass, Mt Carmel

Sunday 24 May
9.00am Mass, StJoseph'’s
10:30am Mass, Mt Carmel

Those who are sick or ill and in need of prayer: Mona Lien
Cao, Nawal Cox, Harry Cubbin, Judy Anne Dawson, Jill
Delossantos, Neil Delossantos, Anthony Dickason, Maureen
Dickason, Josie Dupont, Alison Fed, Lindsay Flint, Pauline
Flint, Fr Des Fitzgerald CSSR, William Gabelich, Noel Holland,
Peg James, Nai Yin Mak, Ben McGrath, Andreas Morrison,
Martine Morrison, Ingrid Ohleiter, Maria Ohleiter, Rafal
Rafalski, Ailbe Sheehy, Jai Paul Singh, Jim Sullivan, Rachel
Szeto, Rick Thompson, Bill Toohey, Helen Turner, Lorinda
Turner, Angela Vyde, Chloe Wyn & Rob Winduss.

Those who have died recently: Brendan Coburn, Peter
Hingston, Brian Jordan & Alfredo Tiso.

Those whose anniversaries occur about this time: Josefa
Aldana, Alfredo Cabanatan Jr, Rowena Carlin, Felipe Galutera,
Maria Guerrieri, Caoleusz Rafalski, Czeslowa Rafakski, Joseph
Andre Rzepisko, Lyn Vernon & Carmelites John O’Beirne,
Bellarmine O’Neil and Arnold Vaneman.

Parish Men's Dinner

Tuesday, 26 May 2026, 6.45pm
at Bleakhouse Hotel, Albert Park

97 Beaconsfield Parade (cnr Victoria Ave)
Meal & drinks at attendee’s expense.

Our speaker is Peter Blades who will outline the Blades
family’s migration path - From Greece to Australasia.

If you are interested in attending, please contact
Brian Rochford by Friday, 22 May 2026:
«  phone or text: 0403 056 542
« email: bfrochford@bigpond.com
All are welcome !

Parish Ladies Dinner

Our next dinner is
Wednesday, 20 May 2026, 6.00pm
at The Cricketers, 69 Cruikshank Street,
Port Melbourne.
Meal and drinks at each lady’s expense.

To RSVP, please contact Susie Denholm via:
Email: susiedenholm25@gmail.com
Mobile: 0417 252 544

All welcome'!

for your generosity last weekend.

Parish Stewardship Offerings

Envelopes $  370.00
Credit Card $ 1,100.00
Direct Credit $ 723.75
Loose Plate $ 1,287.15
Tap & Go $  482.00
Total $3,962.90

24/25 May 2026
PenTECOST YEAR A

5.00pm Mount Carmel (Vigil)

Commentator: Kelly McEnhill
Reader: Janine Brodie
Offertory: Sr Rosie Joyce
Communion: Sr Rosie Joyce
Music: Kelly McEnhill
Sacristan: Kelly McEnhill

9.00am St Joseph's
Commentator: Tris Tanumihardjo

Reader: Lis Northam

Offertory: Toni Stuart

Communion: Jacek Glenda
Counters: Brian Rochford & Jane
Dee

Music: Cathy Garbellini

Hospitality: Cora & Eden

Sacristan: Kelly McEnhill

10.30am Mount Carmel
Commentator: Kathleen Kiernan
Reader: Br Daryl Moresco
Offertory: Sr. Reba Woodwiss
Communion: Sr. Reba Woodwiss
Music: Choir

Hospitality: Kathleen Kiernan
Sacristan: Peter Russo

Communion to the Sick:
Frances Correa 24-30 May 2026

Parish QR code
Enter amount, your name, email
address & optionally any comment.
QR Code on page 4.

Electronic Funds Transfer
BSB: 083-347
Account No: 58 216 8515
Name: Archdiocese of Melbourne
Catholic Development Fund

Parish Website:
WWW.Sj-mc.org.au

using DONATE button on Homepage.
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Continued from pg 1

Vale Brendan Coburn

Brendan died peacefully on Thursday 7 May, surrounded by his loving wife and children,
after quietly and courageously battling an illness for some time. He was a regular
worshipping parishioner, mostly at OLMC, and had contributed generously to the wider
community. He was especially known and loved in the Galilee School community, which
his children attended a few years ago. He contributed generously to this community in
a variety of ways. He was a gregarious and loving man, for whom family and faith were
his highest priorities. We extend our heartfelt sympathy to his wife, Melissa, and children,
Joel, Tom and Ali and assure them of our prayerful support. To honour his life and pray
for him, Rosary will be prayed at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church next Thursday, 21
May at 7pm and Requiem Mass will be celebrated at OLMC on Friday 22 May at 10:30am.
May he rest in peace.

Tap and Go Machine at OLMC

A few parishioners have alerted us to the fact that some of their recent donations to the
parish via this machine at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church have shown up on their
Bank Statements as going to the Port Melbourne Medical Centre. We have followed up
on this and learnt that they aren’t being received by that Centre but are in fact being
deposited in the Parish Account. Whilst this discovery is reassuring, we are still working
with the provider of the machine to have this error rectified. In the meantime, we have
withdrawn the machine and encourage people who would otherwise use this machine
to donate via the QR code in the Newsletter, direct debit to the parish account or
by cash. Thankfully, there seems to be no problem with the machine at St Joseph's.

Catholic Care Appeal

CatholicCare Victoria is the social services agency of the four Catholic dioceses in Victoria.
It delivers a range of child, family and youth services, family relationship services,
school counselling and pastoral care services, social housing, homelessness services,
employment and advocacy services across Victoria. This year’s Appeal is focusing
especially on supporting people experiencing homelessness. The Appeal is being
held this weekend. Please give as generously as you can.

Ongoing Parish Census

If you are new to the parish or you haven't yet registered as a parishioner, you are invited
and encouraged to do so. This will help us to know and serve you better. The’Registration
Form'is on the website homepage. https://sj-mc.org.au/

Blessings for the coming week.
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7 VICTORIA Appeal? ©
i 16-17 May 2026

Please donate to CatholicCare Victoria Sunday Appeal. Your compassion and
generosity will help the most vulnerable and marginalised in our community.
You can donate using:
+ the QR Code
«  the appeal envelope available at the church entrance
« donate online at www.catholiccarevic.org.au
- call (03) 9967 2515.
«  BankTransfer to: BSB:083 817
Account: 756 875 667,
Account Name: Catholic Care Victoria,
Reference: First Name & Last Name

Called, chosen, sent to be God’s heart

The feast of the Ascension commemorates the return of Jesus to the Father. Jesus leaves
in body but remains with us through the gift of the Spirit. We will celebrate the gift and
presence of the Holy Spirit in next Sunday’s feast of Pentecost.

The true meaning of our feast today is not found in Jesus' leaving, but in the way he
calls his disciples back together, to re-form them as a new community entrusted with
the spread of the Gospel. Jesus sends the disciples out to make disciples of all nations,
to baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
to teach them his way. But the disciples are not left to do all that on their own. Jesus
promises that he is with them always.

Jesus has called the ragged, group of disciples, scattered after his crucifixion, back to
himself to form them, fragile and doubtful as they are, into a community for mission in
the name of God. It is comforting to recognises that Jesus doesn't insist on perfection
before he calls us and entrusts us with his mission.

This mission is authorised by God and passed on to us through Jesus. It is not about
authority over others. It is actually a call to act as God would act, true to God’s heart as
Jesus has taught us.

Ever since Easter, we have been proclaiming that Jesus is alive. The feasts of the
Ascension and Pentecost help us to realize that we are part of a long tradition of faithful
disciples. We have our faults and failings, but our call is to witness to and teach the way
of Jesus by the kind of people we are, the values and attitudes we hold, in thought,

word and action - to be the living presence of God in the world today.
David Hofman, O.Carm. Celebrating at Home, Carmelite Communications, Melbourne



Note: For the Live Music at 10:30am,
there is a separate pew sheet.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE THY NAME

Holy God, we praise thy name;
Lord of all, we bow before thee!
All on earth thy scepter claim,
All in heaven above adore thee;
Infinite, thy vast domain,
Everlasting is thy reign.

GROSSER Go1r/RI1CK MODLIN

Hark! the loud celestial hymn
Angel choirs above are raising;
Cherubim and Seraphim,

In unceasing chorus praising;

Fill the heavens with sweet accord:
“Holy, holy, holy Lord!”

Lo! the apostolic train

Join thy sacred name to hallow!
Prophets swell the loud refrain,

And the white-robed martyrs follow,
And from morn to set of sun,

Through the Church the song goes on.

GLORIA CURTIS STEPHAN

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen, amen.
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FIRST READING
Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11

In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught
from the beginning until the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had
chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown
himself alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days
he had continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God.
When he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said, ‘what you
have heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days
from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’He replied, It is not for you to know times
or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses
not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the
ends of the earth!

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from
their sight. They were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white
were standing near them and they said,"Why are you men from Galilee standing
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven,
this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there!

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psatm 47: Gob MounTs His THRONE To SHouTs OF Joy

Response: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for
the Lord.

All you peoples, clap your hands,
shout to God with cries of gladness,
For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome,
is the great king over all the earth. Response

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy;
the LORD, amid trumpet blasts.
Sing praise to God, sing praise;
sing praise to our king, sing praise, sing praise. Response



For king of all the earth is God;
sing hymns of praise.
God reigns over the nations,
God sits upon his holy throne. Response

SECOND READING
Ephesians 1:17-23

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of
wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of
him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope
his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit
and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. This
you can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it
to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far
above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name
that can be named, not only in this age, but also in the age to come. He has put
all things under his feet, and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of
the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION CURTIS STEPHAN

Refrain: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening;
you have the words of everlasting life. Refrain

GOSPEL

Matthew 28:16-20

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged
to meet them. When they saw him they fell down before him, though some
hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations;
baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teach them to observe all the commandments | gave to you. And know that
I am with you always; yes, to the end of time!
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NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



OFFERTORY HYMN: OPEN MY EYES
Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see Your face
Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see

JESS MANIBUSAN

Open my ears, Lord

Help me to hear Your voice
Open my ears, Lord

Help me to hear

Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love like You
Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love

| live within You
Deep in Your heart, oh love
| live within You
Rest now in me
Rest now in me
Rest now in me

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

Cel: The Lord be with you. All: And with your Spirit.
Cel: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Cel: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. All: It is right and just.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

CURTIS STEPHAN

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection until you come again.
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CURTIS STEPHAN

LAMB OF GOD CURTIS STEPHAN

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us, grant us peace.

Cel:  Behold the Lamb of God.
Behold him who takes away the sins of the World.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All:  Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION HYMN: BE THOU MY VISION
MARYE.BYRNE,RANDALLDEBRUYN

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word
| ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord
Thou my great Father, | Thy true son

Thou in me dwelling and | with Thee one

Riches | heed not, nor vain, empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always.
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,

High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won

May | reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall

Still be my vision, O ruler of all

DISMISSAL

All: Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.



RECESSIONAL HYMN: LET HEAVEN REJOICE

Refrain:

Let heaven rejoice and earth be glad;
let all creation sing.

Let children proclaim through every land:

“Hosanna to our King.”

Sound the trumpet into the night;
the day of the Lord is near.

Wake your people, lift your voice,
proclaim it to the world. Refrain

Rise in splendour; shake off your sleep;
put on your robes of joy.

And in the morning you shall see

the glory of the Lord. Refrain

Sing a new song unto the Lord,

whose labour has led us to life.

With grateful hearts and joyful dancing,
play before the Lord. Refrain
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