
Both our Churches are fitted with a hearing induction loop. Please use the ‘T’ or other appropriate 
switch on your hearing aid. Please tell us if you experience any difficulty.

We acknowledge the Yalukit Willam Clan, the traditional owners and 
custodians of this land. We pay our respects to them.  

May we walk gently here.

The Carmelite
Parish of Port Melbourne and Middle Park

in the care of the Carmelites since 1882

5th Sunday of Easter  2 May 2021

Until I spent time on a vineyard ten years ago, I always heard the parable of the 
vinedresser as a tough, ‘shape up or ship out’ message. I always imagined God 
as the vinedresser having a field day lopping and cutting my dead branches, 
trimming my unproductive stems and uprooting all the rot that undermines my 
fruitfulness. It always felt like a violent activity.

It was a pleasant surprise then, to actually see a vinedresser in action. Far from 
an act of violence, the care paid by the dresser to each stem is extraordinary. He 
or she carefully inspects the branch, delicately cutting only the smallest amount 
so that the vine will be healthier and more productive. A good vinedresser pores 
over the vines and from experience knows that to cut too much or too little will 
render the vine without its distinctive character. Every cut is measured and aimed 
to prune back only the diseased branch, so as to bring about greater growth for 
the whole vine and a bigger yield for the vineyard. The vinedresser is not violent 
with the vine, but extremely tender. The first hearers of today’s Gospel would 
have known that this metaphor is anything but a ‘shape up or ship out’ message.

This parable is a profound insight into the Christian life. We can claim to belong to 
the Christian family all we like. We can come to Mass every Sunday. But if the fruit 
we produce is bitter and poisonous, if we are unforgiving, unjust and uncaring, 
we cannot claim to be on the vine of Christ’s love. And if that’s the case we are in 
desperate need of the gentle hand of the vinedresser, who only wants to see us 
bring forth the yield we are capable of achieving.

Rev Billy Graham once said, ‘Being a member of the Church no more makes you 
a Christian than living in a garage makes you a car.’ That’s the point of today’s 
Gospel: God will not judge us by what we say or the public face of goodness we 
can turn on, we will be judged by our acts of love in and through our kindness 
and compassion.



our parish this week
Monday  3 May
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s

Tuesday 4 May
9.00am Mass,  Mt Carmel

Wednesday 5 May 
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s followed by 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday 6 May
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel

Friday 7 May
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s followed by 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 8 May
9.00am Mass, Mt Carmel 
6.00pm Vigil Mass, Mt Carmel

Sunday 9 May - 6th Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day
9.00am Mass, St Joseph’s
10.00am Baptism and Confirmation, St Joseph’s
10.30am Mass, Mt Carmel
11.00am Indonesian Catholic Community Mass, St Joseph’s

we remember

Churches
 St Joseph’s 
 cnr Rouse & Stokes Streets 
 Port Melbourne

 Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 cnr Richardson & Wright Streets 
 Middle Park

Sunday Masses 
 6.00pm (Sat) Mount Carmel
 9.00am Saint Joseph’s
 10.30am Mount Carmel

Reconciliation
 after 9.00am Mass Saturday

Carmelite Parish Office
 274 Rouse Street
 Port Melbourne Vic 3207

 Telephone  03 9681 9600
 Facsimile  03 9681 9608

 After Hours Emergency
 0408 754 283 

 Email  parish@sj-mc.org.au

 Parish Website  www.sj-mc.org.au

 Carmelite Website
 www.carmelites.org.au

Office Hours 9am-4pm 
(non COVID times) 
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday
(CLOSED  TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS)
Parish Priest
 Fr Hugh Brown OCarm

Parish Secretary
 Anne Ierardo

Pastoral Life Co-ordinator
 Michael Murray

Finance Officer
 Shane Harrison

Facilities Manager
 Ken Chaffer

Safeguarding Officer
 Frances Correa

Galilee Regional Catholic 
 Primary School
 Bank Street 
 South Melbourne Vic 3205
 Telephone   03 9699 2928

Those who are sick or ill and in need of prayer:   Theody 
Advincula, Thecla Broderick, Paul Caghi - Cao,  Nawal 
Cox, Maria De Nittis, Kelly Edwards, Judy Fairhall, 
Frances Farrugia, Lyn Faul, Rose Fennell, Gary Finn, 
Maurice Fitzpatrick, Gerard Friary, Ivy Hermence, 
Ernie Knight, Marino Mihocic, Felicity Morgan, Marie 
O’Connor, Sylvia Poliakova, Rafal Rafalski, Michael 
Ristevski, Lucie Carmen Rodriguez, Dennis Rohan, 
Lorraine Rohan, Keith Ryder,  Teresa Sheehan, Jane 
Spiteri, Helen Stanley,  Jim Sullivan, Maureen Toohey, 
Troy Vincent, Julie Wain, Sr Barbara Walsh RSG, Jonathon 
Wil, Vivienne Williams,  Tami Yap. 

Those whose have died recently:  Fr Peter Jones SJ,     
Norma Moresco (mother of Br Daryl Moresco, OCarm.) 
and all those affected by COVID_ 19 throughout the world. 

Those whose anniversaries of death occur about this 
time: Tom Cummins, Michael Twomey, and Carmelite, 
John Scanlon.



ministers

for your generosity last Sunday
St Joseph’s 
Carmelite and   
Parish Offering   $1,203.00

Our Lady of Mt Carmel     
Carmelite and  
Parish Offering   $1,083.00

thank you

in our parish
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8/9 May
6th Sunday of Easter

6.00pm Mount Carmel (Vigil)
Commentator :   Pat Mount

Readers:  Tris Tanumihardjo

Eucharistic  Ministers:   Kathy 
Mount

Communion to the Sick:   N/A

9.00am St Joseph’s
Commentator:   Rob Lever

Reader:   Brian Harrison

Eucharistic Ministers:  Elaine 
Chaffer

Counters:   Frances Moore & 
Lily Li

Childrens’ Liturgy: N/A 

10.30am Mount Carmel
Commentator:    Margaret 
Fagan

Readers:  Peter Thomas

Eucharistic Ministers:  Margaret 
Fagan

Childrens’ Liturgy: Bernadette 
Hickey

Hospitality:  Marie Callaghan

This metaphor also reminds us that we are 
connected to each other. There are moments 
in our life of faith when we hear or see other 
Christians saying or doing things we cannot 
countenance. We can try to disown them by 
retreating into our denomination, but we are 
all connected in Christ’s vineyard. We need the 
courage to tell them the truth as we see it, and 
charitably point out the problems we have with 
what they think is right. And we need the humility 
to listen when they challenge us.

It’s even harder when the diseased part of the vine 
is in our own Catholic section of the vineyard. Our 
first instinct can be to lop off the branch, just to get 
rid of it. But as any vinedresser knows this is the 
last resort. Whether we find it easy or not, Christ 
calls us to limited surgical interventions over 
amputations every time. This is tough love. Even 
though there are people within our community 
who have committed terrible crimes and betrayed 
our trust, the Gospel calls us to hold on to them 
until it’s clear that no matter what intervention 
we make, they are dying on Christ’s vine already. 
And even then, we hope and pray that our action 
towards them might see a new growth within 
them which could be the beginning of a possible 
grafting back on to us in the future.

In the face of the world’s ‘shape up or ship out’ 
principle, today’s Gospel challenges us to hang in 
there with each other, in season and out of season, 
because as the old folk hymn sings, ‘They’ll know 
we are Christians by our love, by our love. Yes, 
they’ll know we are Christians by our love.’
© Richard Leonard SJ
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Spiritual Reading Group
10.30am - 12.00 midday - Wednesday 19 May (VIA ZOOM)

You are invited to share a favourite passage of spiritual writing. It can be from any period of 
time, prose or poetry, and not longer than one page. The writing will be ‘shared’ on zoom, 
where it will be read, after which you talk about what you value in the words. Others are 
then free to discuss the work as well.

Please send your contribution to Philip Harvey at librarian@carmelitelibrary.org before 
the day, so he can have them ready to ‘share’ during the session. 

Please book for the May group by contacting the Carmelite Centre.

The Carmelite Centre is a joint venture of the  Carmelites of Australia and  East Timor and our  Parish of  Port Melbourne/Middle Park. 

Address: 214 Richardson Street, Middle Park Vic 3206  (Mel Ref 2K C10) 
T: (03) 9690 5430 Website: www.thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org

Carmelite Centre Program Bookings
T: 9690 5430 (leave message if unattended) or registration@thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org

via website: www.thecarmelitecentremelbourne.org

in our parish 
Emergency Food Cupboard at Port Melbourne

Are you able to support our Emergency Food Cupboard at the Parish Office? Now that the 
weather is getting colder we are in need of winter warming food items for those who are 
in need. If you are able, please help us by contributing an item or two  such as:

* Packets of rice;   * Packets of pasta and sauces;
* Packets of 25 tea bags;  * 50 gram jars of coffee;
* Meals in ring top cans;  * Ring top cans of fish;
* Ring top cans of soups;  * Toothpaste, bathroom soaps, tooth brushes etc;
* Non-perishable “treats” in secure packaging.

Thank you so much for your generosity.

Carmelite Conversation, Fratelli Tutti: 
a challenge for our Christian life with John Day 

Wednesday 5 May, 10.30am – 12 midday  (via Zoom)
In the May Carmelite Conversations John Day will explore Pope Francis’ encyclical Fratelli 
Tutti particularly chapters 2 and 5. Chapter 2 is called “A stranger on the road” and is an 
extended reflection on the parable of the Good Samaritan. Chapter 5 is called “A better 
kind of politics” and introduces a new kind of politics in which followers of Jesus are 
invited to engage.

All are welcome to join. Please book using the contact details below for the May 
conversation so you can be sent the zoom link and any pre-reading material, and pay 
through bank transfer. Thank you

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
will follow the 9.00am Mass at  St Joseph’s Port Melbourne on Friday 7 May
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OUR LITURGY

Gathering Hymn   Gather Us toGether

Penitential Rite
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Gloria
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Acts 9:26-31
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid 
of him: they could not believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took 
charge of him, introduced him to the apostles, and explained how the Lord had 
appeared to Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and how he had preached 
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now started to go round with 
them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord. But after he had 
spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they became determined to kill 
him. When the brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent him off from 
there to Tarsus.

The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were now left in peace, 
building themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with the consolation 
of the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm    Psalm  66: Let aLL the earth

Cry out in joy to the Lord, all peoples on earth,
sing to the praise of God’s name, proclaiming for ever, 
‘tremendous your deeds for us. Oh

Leading your people safe through fire and water, 
bringing their souls to life,
we sing of your glory, your love is eternal. Oh

Hearken to me as I sing my love of the Lord, 
who answers the prayer of my heart.
God leads me in safety, from death unto life. Oh
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gospel acclamation

gospel

1 John 3:18-24
My children, 
our love is not to be just words or mere talk,
but something real and active;
only by this can we be certain 
that we are the children of the truth
and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence,
whatever accusations it may raise against us,
because God is greater than our conscience and he knows everything.
My dear people, 
if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence, 
and whatever we ask him,
we shall receive, 
because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these: 
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and that we love one another as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments 
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us by the Spirit that he has given us.

John 15:1-8
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser.
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Every branch in me that bears no fruit
he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes
to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already,
by means of the word that I have spoken to you.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,
but must remain part of the vine,
neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine,
you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him,
bears fruit in plenty;
for cut off from me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me
is like a branch that has been thrown away
– he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire,
and they are burnt.
If you remain in me
and my words remain in you,
you may ask what you will
and you shall get it.
It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit,
and then you will be my disciples.’

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.
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Cel: The Lord be with you. All: And with your Spirit.
Cel: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Cel: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. All: It is right and just.
The Celebrant prays the preface at the end of which all sing:

The Mystery of Faith

Holy Holy

Lamb of God
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Cel:  Behold the Lamb of God. Behold 
 him who takes away the sins of the World.
 Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

Communion  Hymn  We have Been toLd 
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The CaTholiC Parish of PorT Melbourne and Middle Park 
is CoMMiTTed To Providing a safe and nurTuring CulTure 

for all Children and young PeoPle in our Parish.

recessional Hymn:         CantiCLe of the sUn


